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Memoirs of the late Right Reverend 
. Tuomas Witson, D. D. Bishop of 
Sodor and Man. 


(Continued from p. 167, and concluded.) 


Upon a new edition of the book on 
the Sacrament, printed about 1740, 
*e says, “I have but few things to 
add or alter in my book of the Lord’s 
Supper. Pray have a care how you 
reprint at your own cost; such books 
will go off but poorly, I fear. What 
I have to add, I hopé, will go by the 
next. I am not elated with the let- 
ters* you enclose me; if any good is 
like to be done, far be it from me to 
take the praise to myself; let it be as- 
cribed to the good Spirit of God; and 
let me take the shame to myself for 
the many faults I plainly see in it, 
and for the negligence with which it 
is performed. May God forgive me 
these, and pardon the things I have 
been wanting in, and the good I might, 
and have not done in the way of my 
duty, in a long, long life, and in my 
proper calling; and I shall bless his 
name for ever.” 

In the year 1741, a Jew applied to 
the Rev. Mr. Moore to be admitted a 
proselyte to Christianity. On a mat- 
ter so very extraordinary, Mr. Moore 
applied to the Bishop for his direction 
and advice, which this judicious pre- 
late gave him in the following letter : 

* Dec. 23, 1741. 
*¢ Mr. Moore, 


“ Though charity will oblige us to 
hope well of men’s pretences till the 





* These letters were written by some of 
the most respectable Clergy, and were full 
of the highest commendations of the Bi- 
shop’s publications. And the general es- 
teem they have been and are held in, are 
sufficient testimonials of their great me- 
rit. 


Vou. III. 


——— 


contrary appears; yet we ought to 
be very careful; and where their and 
our own souls are concerned, to be ve- 
ry cautious how we receive proselytes. 

“ His reasons for his conversion 
must be very strictly inquired into. 
He must know very particularly what 
it is to be a Christian, and the obli- 
gations he must lay himself under, as 
ever he hopes for salvation hy Jesus 
Christ. He must be made sensible of 
the danger he exposes himself to, in 
being an hypocrite in so solemn a 
change, and the scandal he will give 
to Christianity, either by a change 
hereafter, or by leading an unchris- 
tian life, &c. 

“ This will take some time to be 
done as it ought to be; and therefore 
he ought to b .. patience; and he 
will have patience, if he be sincerely 
desirous to become a Christian. You 
would, therefore, do well to put into 
his hands some plain exposition of the 
Church Catechism, to be by him welt 
considered; after that foundation shall 
be laid, I will, with you, examine him 
upon the chief articles of Christianity. 
This is a busy time, with me at 
least, so can add no more, but com- 
mend him and you to the blessing of 
God, and the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

“ Tuo. Sopor AND Man.” 

This Jew convert was afterwards 
baptized by Mr. Moore, and lived in 
Douglass orderly and regular in his 
life, with a wife and several children, 
natives of the Isle. 

In the year 1743, the Bishop wrote 
a letter to King George the Second, 
upon the promotion of his son to a pre- 
bend of 
to him by his majesty himself. The 
Bishop of Salisbury at the same time 
appointing him sub-almoner, 
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% May it please the King’s most sa- 
cred Majesty, 

“To receive the most grateful ac- 
knowledgments of the ancient Bishop 
of Man, for his majesty’s great conde- 
scension, and late royal favour, to the 
son of a Bishop, whose obscure dio- 
cess and remote situation might justly 
have forbid him all expectations of so 
high a nature from a royal hand. 
May both the father and the son ever 
act worthy of so distinguishing a fa- 
vour! And may the King of kings 
bless his majesty with all the graces 
and virtues which are necessary for 
his high station, and for his eternal 
happiness ;—enable his majesty to 
overcome all the difficulties he shall 
meet with abroad,*—and bring him 
back to his kingdoms here in peace 
and safety, and finally to an everlast- 
ing kingdom hereafter;—which has 
been, and. shall be, the sincere and 
constant prayer of his majesty’s most 
grateful, dutiful, and faithful subject 
and servant, 

* Tuo. Sopor ann Man. 
* Isle of Man, May 3, 1743.” 


In a letter to-his son, at the same 
time, he says, 

*“ J am both surprised and pleased 
with the unexpected favours conferred 
upon you both by the King and the 
Bishop of Salisbury. I hope in God 
you will answer the great ends of his 
providence in raising yousucn friends, 
and in putting into your hands such 
unlooked-for talents, in order to im- 
prove them to his glory and to your 
own salvation. For my own part, I 
have ever received such favours with 
fear, lest E should be tempted to dis- 
honour God by his own gifts; and it 
shall be my daily prayers for you, that 
you may never do so. This was the 
ease of the wisest and the greatest of 
men, whose history and fall was part 
of this day’s service of the Chureh.”4 

About the year 1745, the Bishop 
had settled a plan for translating the 
New Testament into the Manks lan- 
guage. This had been originally 





* The King was in Hanover. 

} The tenth and eleventh chapter of the 
first book of Kings, showing the wisdom 
and fall of Solomon. 
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concerted between himself and Dr. 
Walker, when prisoners in Castle- 
Rushin. 

The Bishop did not live to see a 
farther progress made in this great 
work, than the translation of the Gos- 
pels, and the printing of St. Matthew. 
This, however, was afterwards com- 
pleted by his very worthy successor, 
Bishop Hildesley, and his Clergy, as- 
sisted by the Society for the Promo- 
tion of Christian Knowledge. 

From 1746, the Bishop does not 
seem to have been concerned in any 
other matters of a public nature be- 
yond the immediate duties of the bi- 
shopric, which he continued to exe- 
cute to the latest period of his life. 

The Charge which was delivered 


to his Clergy in Convocation, on the | 


lith of June, 1747, proves, that al- 
though the Bishop was eighty-four 
years of age, his senses were then per- 
fect, and his care for his diocess undi- 


minished ; nay, he continued to deli- © 


ver his Charges till the year before he 
died; but they appear (in his own 


hand writing) more like sketches of | 


what he intended to say, than as Ex- 
hortations written in fall; which, con- 
sidering the infirmities naturally at- 
tending his great,age, and the disorder 
in his hand, may be very well account- 
ed for. 

The Bishop continued to ride om 
horseback till the year 1749. In a 
very long letter, dated the 11th of Oc- 
tober in that year, he says, “ I have 
at last got a horse, such as I could 
get, and now and then ride into the 
fields.” In the former part of his 
life he had been an excellent horse- 
man, seldom getting into a carriage. 
Mr. Moore (in a letter to the Editor) 
says, “ Prince Eugene did not sit on 
horseback better than the Bishop.” 

In June, 1751, he wrote a letter te 
the new Governor, who was lately ar- 
rived in the Island. This letter is 
equally legible, though not so finely 
written as some of his letters in the 
prime of life. 


“ Honoured Governor, 


**T hope my great age, and the in- 
firmities that attend it, will be some 
excuse for my forgetting so long to 
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inquire after your health, and settling 
in your government. I promise to 
make some amends for that fault by 
my daily prayers, that God may biess 
you, and make you an happy instru- 
ment of good to this people, and com- 
fort and satisfaction to yourself, this 
being the duty of, honoured Sir, your 
affectionate friend and humble ser- 


vant, “ Tuo. Sopor anp Man. 
* June 21, 1751.” 


In summing up The Cxaracter of 
this truly great man, every part of his 
life affords a display of the most genu- 
ine charity and benevolence. he- 
ther we consider him as a son, a hus- 
band, a parent,* a master,} or a Bi- 
shop, we shall find few equal,—no one 
superior to him. 

Having the precepts of his divine 
Master constantly before him, with 
the Lives and Writings of the Apos- 
tles and primitive Christian Fathers ; 
he from them laid down his plan of 
life, and steadily copied their exam- 

le. 
: There is scarcely a part of human 
science that could be valuable: or ser- 
viceable to his diocess which he did 
not understand. He was well ac- 
quainted with the Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew languages. In the younger 
a of his life he had a poetical turn, 

ut afterwards he laid aside such 
amusements, as thinking them incon- 
sistent with his episcopal character. — 

He had studied and he practised 
physic with success. For some time 
after he settled there he was the only 
physician in the Island; keeping a 
shop of drugs for general use, which 





* TI never rise nor lie down without re- 
commending you and my daughter to the 
mercy and goodness of God” 

Letter to hie sen, Feb. 20, 1741-2, 


{in a letter to his son, we meet with 
the following proof of his attention to the 
memory of a faithful servant: “I have set 
a handsome stone-at the head of John Ryd- 
diard’s grave, with the follewing inscrip- 
tion :—John Ryddiard died at Bishop’s- 
Court, April 27, 1738, aged 47; whose 
master hath here given this testimony of 
his integrity, that in more than twenty 

ars’ service he found no cause to charge 

im with eye-service, fraud, or injustice.” 
Dated August 16, 1739. 
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he distributed, as well as his advice, 
gratis; but when some gentlemen of 
the faculty came to settle on the Isl- 
and, he gave up to them that part of 
the practice which alone could con- 
duce to their emolument—attendance 
on the rich ; but the poor he kept al- 
ways to himself. 

He instructed young candidates for 
Orders, and maintained them in his 
house under his own immediate care ; 
nor did he ordain them, until he found, 
en a strict and careful examina- 
ens that they were perfectly quali- 

ed. 

He was an able mathematician 5 an 
excellent botanist; and, if we view 
him as a farmer, we find, that by a ju- 
dicious and successful cultivation, from 
the ecclesiastical demesnes (which, be- 
fore his coming to the Island, pro- 
duced little or nothing) he in a few 
years fed and clethed the poor of his 
diocess. The whole was a shee 
walk, but by tillage and manure it 
bore excellent corn; and his coffin 
was made from one of the elm-trees 
that he planted soon after his comi 
to the Island, which was cut down a 
sawed into planks for that purpose @ 
few years before his death. 

He was so charitable, that it was 
not unaptly observed by a gentleman 
of the Island who knew'him well, that 
“he kept beggars from.every'body’s 
= but his own.” % i 

e always kept an open itable 
table, pone with die suedeeh-al his 
ewn demesnes, in a plentiful, not ex- 
travagant manner. As the friendly 
host or master of that:table, he was 
the most entertaining and agreeable, 
as well as instructive ef men; his 
manners, though always consistently 
adorned with Christian gravity, were 
ever gentle and polite ; and from his 


natural sagacity, and distinguished 
erudition, scomed to have the world 


in his possession. He wasthe divine, 
the scholar, and the gentleman. 

In the year 1750, Dr. Pocock, after 
his return from ‘his travels, went to 
see the Bishop-of Man, and sent him 
his Works ‘handsomely bound, to an- 
nounce his arrival. Bishop re- 
ceived him with a graceful welcome; 
but told him he ought not to address 
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the poor Bishop of Man with a present 
as to an Eastern Prince. 

Cardinal Fleury wanted much to 
see him, and sent over on purpose to 
inquire after his health, his age, and 
the date of his consecration; as they 
were the two oldest Bishops, and he 
believed the poorest, in Europe; at 
the same time inviting him to France. 
The Bishop sent the Cardinal an, an- 
swer, which gave him so high an opi- 
nion of him, that he obtained an or- 
der that no French privateer should 
ravage the Isle of Man. 

He often on aSunday visited the dif- 
ferent parishes of his diocess without 
giving them notice; and, after doing 
the duty of the day, returned to Bi- 
shop’s-Court to dinner; and this, after 
he was eighty years of age, on horse- 
back. This was a constant obligation 
on the Clergy and the people to be 
mindful of their duty. And four times 
in every year he made a general visit- 
ation, inquiring into the behaviour and 
conduct of all the parishoners, and 
exhorting them to the practice of reli- 
- res virtue. And at his annual 

onvocation, he delivered his Charges 
with a divine pathos, grace, and dig- 
nity of an inspired Apostle. 

He was so great a friend to tolera- 
tion, that the Papists who resided in 
the Island loved and esteemed him, 
and not unfrequently attended his ser- 
mons and his prayers. The dissenters 
too attended even the Communion 
Service. A fow Quakers who resided 
on the Island, visited, loved, and re- 
spected him. 

He was so fond of his flock, and so 
attached to his diocess, that no tempta- 
tion could seduce him from their ser- 
vice, no offers could remove him. 

I have already mentioned, that 
Queen Anne would have given him an 
English Bishopric; King George the 
First made him the same offer ; and 
in the year 1735, Queen Caroline was 
very desirous of keeping him in Eng- 
land ; but though he was much bound 
to her Majesty’s goodness, he would 
not be persuaded. One day, as he 
was coming to pay his duty to the 
Queen, when she had several Prelates 
with her, she turned round to her 


levee, and said, “ See here, my Lords, 
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is a Bishop who does not come for a 
translation.” ‘* No, indeed, and p.ease 
your Majesty,” said our good Bishop, 
“JT will not leave my wife in my old 
age because she is poor.” 

He never interfered in temporal or 
political concerns, unless when called 
upon at the request of the inhabitants 
to serve them on particular occasions. 
The whole conduct and every action 
of his life showed him to be no other- 
wise a man of this world, than as a 
Minister to do good to his fellow-crea- 
tures, while living in it; and the peo- 
ple of the Island were so thoroughly 
persuaded of his receiving a larger 
portion of God’s blessing, that they 
seldom began harvest till he did; 
and if he passed along by the field, 
they would leave their work to ask 
his blessing, assured that that day 
would be prosperous. Nor was this 
opinion confined to the obscure corner 
of the world where he resided; in 
Warrington, nay, in London, there © 
are those now living who can remem- — 
ber crowds of people flocking round 
him with the cry of “ Bless me too, | 
my Lord!” : 

The charities he bestowed himself, 
and the contributions he obtained of 
others, are proofs of his munificence 
and the benevulence of his disposition. 

The Author of an Appeal to Com- 
mon Reason and Candour, in behalf 
of a review of our Liturgy, publish- 
ed in the year 1750, having taken no- 
tice of the state of Christianity in the 
North of Scotland, and in some parts 
of Ireland, proceeds thus :— 

“Tt will be unpardonable, after 
these, to mention the Isle of Man in 
any other expressions than those of 


gratitude and praise, delight and joy. 


Happy Island! May thy worthy Bi- 
shop live, and continue, with the as- 
sistance of his God, to make thee an 
example of religion and holiness to 
a!l Islands and Kingdoms of the world ! 
May his works also live, and the good 
effects of them continue te a thousand 
generations! When he has been long 
dead, he will yet speak; and the hap- 
py influence of his works will remain 
in this world, whilst he is enjoying 
the glorious reward of them in an- 


other. May I live the life, and die 
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the death of that righteous man; and 
may my latter end and state of eter- 
nity be like his!” 

Thus, by living a sober, righteous, 
and godly life, this excellent Divine 
attained to the ninety-third year of 
his age, and the fifty-eighth of his con- 
secration, and gently expired on the 
7th of March, 1755. 

The immediate cause of his death 
was a cold caught by walking in his 
garden in ve y cold damp weather, 
after Evening Prayers; dying as he 
lived, praising God in Psalms, and 
detached sentences of the Te Deum. 

The tenants about his’ demesnes 
were the persons appointed to bear 
the Bishop to his grave; and each had 
a mourning coat given to him for the 
occasion: but from the Palace to the 
Church, which is a distance of two 
miles, he was attended by all the in- 
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habitants of the Island as mourners, 
except those whom necessity, age, or 
sickness, confined at home; and at 
every resting-place was a contest 
among the crowd, to bear him on their 
shoulders; and happy were they who 
could pay this last sad office to their 
friend and benefactor. 

His funeral sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Mr. Moore of Douglass, 

He was interred at the east end of 
Kirk-Michael Church-yard, near to 
the Chancel, which being in a ruinous 
condition, was taken down and en- 
tirely rebuilt in the year 1776, at the 
sole expense of Dr. Thomas Wilson, 
the Bishop’s son. , 

Over his grave is placed a square 
marble monument, surrounded with 
iron rails, through which may be 
read the following too modest inscrip- 
tion: 


On the Sides. 
Sleeping in Jesus, here lieth the Body of 
Tuomas Wison, D. D. Lord Bishop of this Isle, 
Who died March the 7th, 1755, 
Aged 93, and in the fifty-eighth year of his Consecration. 


At the Ends. 
This Monument was erected 
By his Son, Tomas Wurson, D. D. a native of this Parish; 
Who, in Obedience to the express Commands of his Father, declines 
giving him the Character he so justly deserved. 
LET THIS ISLAND SPEAK THE REST. 
And so it will! 


When turning to the stranger or their 
children, the grateful Manksmen will 
relate a tale of the wondrous good- 
ness of their dear, their much loved, 
much lamented Bishop. Telling them, 
(and witnesses they were) whose hun- 
ger he had satisfied; to whose thirst 
he had given drink ; what strangers he 
had relieved; whose nakedness he 
had clothed; whose sickness he had 
administered to; and what prisoners 
he had visited—The widow, com- 
forted by his bounty, with her lisping 
orphans shall declare the praises of 
their pious benefactor. And perhaps 
some faithful Minister of the Gospel 
may conclude the story, by saying, 
that he was a Bishop “ blameless, as 
the steward of God ; not self-willed, 
not soon angry, not given to wine, no 
striker, not given to filthy lucre ; but 
a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 


men, sober, just, holy, temperate: 
holding fast the faithful word as he 
had been taught; and that he was 
able by sound doctrine, both to ex- 
hort and to convince the gainsayers.” 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


I nave often heard it said by many who 
were desirous of obtaining information on 
the subject of Episcopacy, that they 
should like to see a succession of Bishops 
from the Apostles, as thereby, in their 
opinion, the argument in favour of Epis- 
copal claims would be very much strength- 
ened, if not established. I have collected 
from Echard, whose Ecclesiastical His- 
tory is indisputable, four successions of 
the Episcopate, from the Apostles down 
to the latter end of the third, and the be- 
ginning of the fourth century, when Chris- 
tianity became triumphant in the empire 
under Constantine the Great.—These suc- 


cessious are those of Jerusalem, Antioch, 
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Alexandria, and Rome, where Bishops 
were established by the Apostles. 


The See of Jerusalem begins with, 

James, the Apostle, who was put to 
death A. D. 62. 

Simeon succeeded, and was martyred 
A. D. 107. 

Justus, 

Zacheus, 

Tobias, 

Benjamin, 

John, 

Matthias, 

Philip, 

Seneca, 

Justus, 

Levi, 

Ephraim, 

Joseph, 

Judas, who was the last Christian Bi- 
shop of the circumcision, A.D 136. 

Mark, the first Bishop of the uncircum- 
cision, succeeded the following year, A.D. 
137. 

Cassianus succeeded, A. D. 156. 

Thirteen others till 

Narcissus, who flourished A. D. 198. 

Alexander succeeded, A. D. 212. 

Mazabanes, 251. 

Others followed, but this succession is 
of less importance to our purpose. 

The distinction between Bishops of the 
circumcision and uncircumcision, in this 
line, is owing to the following circum- 
stance : 

The prejudices of the Jews in favour of 
their ancient laws were so great, that, al- 
though they were converted to the Chris- 
tian faith, they still insisted upon the ne- 
cessity of this Abrahamic institution, and, 
consequently, were circumcised. Al- 
though the temple and polity of the Jews 
were broken and destroyed in the year 70, 
by Titus, yet there was not a complete 
dispersion of the nation till, under the 
Emperor Adrian, 66 years after Titus’s 
success against this ancient metropolis. 
The Bishops of Jerusalem, therefore, be- 
fore this last event, were called Bishops of 
the Circumcision, and afterwards they 
were denominated Bishops of the Uncir- 
cumcision. 


I proceed to the Succession of Antioch. 


It will be recollected that in this place 
the disciples of our Lord were first called 
Christians. 


Evodius, martyred, A. D. 68 + 


Ignatius do. 107 
Heron, exit, 128 
Cornelius, 142 
Eros, 168 
Theophilus, 181 
Maximinus, 190 
Serapion, 211 
Asclepiades, 217 
Philetus, 228 
Zebinus, 237 


‘ 


FNo. 7. 
Babylus, exit, 250 
Fabius, 252 
Demetrian, 260 
Paul, of Samosate, deposed, 270 
Domnus, exit, 275 
Timaeus, 281 
Cyrillus, 299 


Tyrannus, who continued till the em- 
pire became Christian, under Constantine. 


The succession of Alexandria, in Egypt. 


St. Mark, the Evangelist, founded this 
bishopric, was martyred by the votaries 


of idolatry A.D. 61 
and was succeeded by 
Anianus, exit, 84 
Avilius, 97 
Cerdo, 108 
Primus, 118 
Justus, 129 
Eumenes, 142 
Marcus, 152 
Celadion, “166 
Agrippinus, 179 
Julian, 188 
Demetrius, 231 
Heraclas, 247 
Dionysius, 264 
Maximus, 282 
Theonas, 300 
Peter, Sil 
Achillas, 313 
Alexander, 326 


which runs into the era of the triumph 
of Christianity. 
The following is the Roman succession. 
St. Peter and $t. Paul were suc- 


ceeded A.D. 68 by 
Linus, exit 79 
Anacletus, 92 
Clement, 100 
Evaristus 108 
Alexander L 118 
Sixtus L 128 
Telesphorus, 138 
Hyginus 142 
Pius L. 157 
Anicetus, 168 
Soter, 176 
Eleutherus, 191 
Victor, 201 
Zephyrinus, 218 
Calistus, 224 
Urbanus, 232 
Pontianus, 236 
Anteros, 236 
Fabian, 250 
Cornelius, 252 
Lucius, 253 
Stephen L 257 
Sixtus II. 258 
Dionysius, 270 
Felix I. 274 
Eutychianug, 283 
Caius, 296 
Marcellinus, 304 
Marcellus, 309 
Eusebius, 309 
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Miltiades, who continued till Constan- 
tine’s edict in favour of Christianity. 

It is easy, if it were necessary, to bring 
down the succession to the present Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, and even to the pre- 
sent Bishop of New-York. But since the 
days of Constantine there can be no doubt 
in regard to the hierarchy in question. 

The Church of England, and the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in this country, 
in the line of their Bishops, claim the 
honour of being the legitimate descend- 
ants of that Church which Christ estab- 
lished with his apostles. If, by virtue of the 
commission which Christ gave his apos- 
tles, the power of transmitting the minis- 
try was lodged by them with the Bishops, 
as is evident from Scripture and antiquity, 
and no other mode of conveying the sacer- 
dotal functions was instituted by the Di- 
vine Founder of the Church, or his apos- 
tles, nor any other ever thought of for fif- 
teen hundred years after our Lord’s ascent 
into heaven; it appears to me that the 
exclusive claim to the ministry is on the 
side of Episcopacy, as clear as any matter 
of fact can be made out. 

LONG.-ISLAND. 
—_—_— 


New-Y ork Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day School Society. 

Tue Second Anniversary of this 
Society was celebrated in St. Paul’s 
Chapel, in this city, on Monday, 
June 7th, the weather having prov- 





ed unfavourable on Whitsun-Mon-' 


day, the regular day. On this oc- 
casion divine service was perform- 
ed by the Rev. James Monrtco- 


MERY, Rector of Grace Church; and - 


an address delivered by the Rev. 

Witi1AM CreicuTon, Rector of 

St. Mark’s Church. The Scholars 

present (between 6 and 700) then 

sang the 23d Psalm in metre, omit- 
ting the 5th verse. The solemni- 
ties were concluded with a few ap- 
propriate Collects from the Liturgy, 
and the Benediction, by the Right 

Rev. Bishop Hosarrt. 

The following Report of the 
Board of Managers had been pre- 
viously circulated : 

Second Annual Report of the Board 
of Managers of the New-York Pro- 
testant Episcopal Sunday School 
Society. 

To the Schools of Trinity, St. 
Mark’s, and Grace Churches, and 
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St. Paul’s and St. John’s Chapels, 
which were stated, at the last re- 
port, to be in union with this So- 
ciety, the Managers are happy to 
note, that there has been added a 
very flourishing School, consisting 
of a male and female department, 
formed in the newly organized pa- 
rish of Zion Church. 

The following account of these 
several Schools is drawn from the 
reports of their respective Direc- 
tors, made to the Board of Mana- 
gers at their late meeting. The 
Schools will be arranged according 
to the number of their Scholars re- 
spectively. 

The first that presents itself ac- 
cording to this order, is the School 
of St. Fohn’s Chapel. The state of 
the male department will be seen 
by referring to the following ex- 
tracts from the Report of the Di- 
rectors, 

“* During the last year the state 
of the School has been generally 
equal to the preceding year. The 
number of attending Scholars has 
not been uniformly the same, but 
the average for the whole year ex- 
ceeds eighty boys. 

‘* There are at present on the Class- 
Books of this department, 107 at- 
tending Scholars; of whom 42 read 
well, and commit to memory vas 
rious religious exercises; 21 read 
indifferently, and also commit tasks 
to memory; 17 are spellers only ; 
and the residue are learning the al- 
phabet, and joining from two to six 
letters. There are many of these 
who are regular, punctual, and ace 
curate in their several duties, and 
some who commit very large pores 
tions of Scripture and Catechism. 
The Scholars are now rewarded 
for their attendance and perform- 
ances by tickets, redeemable in 
books ; and no premiums being de- 
livered except they are earned im 
this mode ; and the redemption bea 
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ing punctual, the Scholars are more 
incited to regular attendance and 
uniform industry, than they were 
when their rewards depended, in a 
great measure, upon periodical and 
momentary exertions. 

“The instruction of the Alpha- 
bet Class having always been found 
comparatively more laborious and 
tedious than that of any other di- 
vision of the School, and its im- 
provement being very slow, and in 
some cases almost imperceptible, it 
has been lately determined to intro- 
duce a Sand Desk into the School 
for the use of that class. The desk 
has been procured, and it is believ- 
ed will fully serve the object in- 
tended by its introduction, the more 
speedy instruction of that class. 

“The conduct of the boys during 
divine service, has been much im- 
proved since the last report, in con- 
sequence of the careful and unre-~ 
mitting attention of the Teachers ; 
two of whom, in regular succession, 
sit with them every Sunday. 

** The School has continued to 
improve, and has doubtless been the 
instrument of much good to many 
of the destitute children of want 
and idieness.” 

In the female department of the 
game School, the number of regular 
attendants has increased, and the 
general improvement of the chil- 
dren is such as to afford the highest 
gratification to their Teachers, and 
amply compensate for the time and 
attention so cheerfully and unremit- 
tingly devoted to their welfare. 

The School at present consists 
of 139 white girls, and 37 coloured 
women and children, divided into 
13 classes. The coloured appli- 
cants having greatly increased dur- 
ig the last year, it has been judged 
expedient to form them into two 
classes, as they require more than 
common attention; and it is im- 
possible to do justice to the two 


young ladies, who so zealously en- 
deavour to make amends for the 
neglect which many of them have 
unhappily experienced in early life. 

In the course of the last year, 
15 Bibles, 30 Prayer Books, 10 
‘Testaments, and 50 small volumes, 
catculated to inform the mind, and 
regulate the heart, have been distri- 
buted to the most deserving. It is 
a primary object, that all who can 
read, shall be supplied with Bibles 
and Prayer Books before other 
premiums are given—all which are 
awarded according to the number 
of tickets presented to the Scholars, 
as evidences of their diligence and 
general good conduct. 

It is an earnest of the valuable 
accession we have, in the newly 
formed School of Zion Church, that 
it has entitled itself to the second 
place in the order of this report. 
Its late organization, however, pre- 
vents as detailed an account as 
might otherwise have been given, 
The male department was opened 
on the 3d of January, 1819, with 
16 Scholars and cwo Teachers. Since 
that period it has been gradually 
increasing, and is now in successful 
operation, with two Superintendents 
and t6 Teachers, and the names of 
150 Scholars on the Numerical Re- 
gister, between 50 and 60 of whom 
attend regularly. Many of them 
have given proofs of improvement, 
both in morals and learning. About 
25 boys read very well in the Prayer 
Book and Scripture Instruction ; 
some of whom have committed to 
memory a great part of the Church 
Catechism. Great improvement 
has also been made by some in the 
smaller classes, who, at the time of 
entering the School, did not knowa 
letter ;—they can now spell words 
of short syllables with ease. 


The female department of this 
School commenced the 3ist January, 
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1819. Thenumber of Scholars plac- 
ed under its care since that period is 
118, of whom 48 attend regular- 
ly. Their behaviour at Church and 
School has been better than could 
have been expected from so many 
children, who have been so little in- 
structed. 80 of them are under the 
age of nine years. Their improve- 
ment has not been very great, al- 
though some, who, when they com- 
menced, did not know their letters, 
can now spell in words of two and 
three syllables; those who could 
spell, can read, and have committed 
to memory part of the Church Ca- 
techism, and those who were farther 
advanced have improved propor- 
tionably. 

They are under the care of 17 
young ladies, who are regular in at- 
tendance, and persevering in their 
duties. 

The coloured class is under 
the care of two of the ladies, and 
consists of 21. Their improvement 
has been very satisfactory to their 
Teachers. Two who commenced 
with the alphabet, can read with 
fluency. Three who could only 
spell, can read, and have commenc- 
ed learning the Catechism. They 
behave, generally, well. 


Of the male department of St. 
Paul’s Chapel School, we have ob- 
tained the following information. 

“During the last summer, and 
throughout the winter, the male de- 
partment of the Sunday School at- 
tached to St. Paul’s Chapel expe- 
rienced considerable reduction in its 
number of Scholars. The princi- 
pal causes of this were the same 
which will be detailed in the ac- 
count of the female department. It 
is pleasing, however, to add, that 
the School is now increasing: the 
number of Scholars attending is be- 
tween 40 and 50; and the perse- 
verance and assiduity of the I each- 
ers, aided by a visible increase of 

Vou. Til. 
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interest among the Directors, will, 
no doubt, add much to that num- 
ber. 

“* The deportment of the Scho- 
lars has generally been good ; their 
improvement manifest,—in some to 
an extraordinary degree; and every 
day’s experience renders more clear 
the beneficial effects of the institu. 
tion. 

“ Since the last anniversary re- 
port, there have been received in 
donations from the Auxiliary New- 
York Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society, 26 Bibles and 51 
Prayer Books; and from the First 
Juvenile Female Tract Society of 
New-York, 50 Tracts of various 
descriptions, 

“Itis, perhaps, proper to remark, 
that besides the Bibles and Com-~ 
mon Prayer Books mentioned as 
having been received from the Aux- 
iliary New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society, several 
more Prayer Books were. likewise 
received from that institution by 
individuals in some way connected, 
with this School, and have been 
principally appropriated to its use.” 

In a Report from the Female de- 
partment of St. Paul’s School, the 
following are the leading particu- 
lars. 

“ From January, 1818, until July 
and August in the same year, bee 
tween 60 and 70 regular Scholars 
attended, The number was afters 
wards reduced to about 40. Many 
causes conspired to produce this de- 
crease, A few of the most promi- 
nent ones may be stated. The Cha- 
pel, at the time, was undergoing ex- 
tensive repairs, and the meetings of 

the School, which were notwith- 
standing still held in it, were rene 
dered,.on that account, extremely 
inconvenient both to the. Teachers 
and their pupils. In addition to 
this, the Scholars were compelled, 
every Sundays while the Chapel re- 














aoe SS 


ae 


= ig Se 

















202: Report of the New-York Protestant Episcopal 


mained closed, to attend divine 
service at Trinity Church. The 
length of the walk, on these occa- 
sions, and the excessive heat of the 
season, were powerful inducements, 
with a large number, toabsent them- 
selves-altogether from the meetings 
of the School. Fhe Teachers were 
likewise compelled, about this peri- 
od, to discontinue their customary 
visits to the parents of the Scholars, 
on account of the absence of the 
Superintendent, who was under the 
necessity of leaving the city. These, 
operating with other causes, too nu- 
merous and minute to admit of be- 
ing mentioned, gave a temporary 
check to the increase of the School. 
Their influence, however, was not 
of long duration. The renewal of 
divine service in St. Paul’s Cha- 
pel, and the return of the Superin- 
tendent to the city, andto the active 
duties of her station, soon had the 
effect of placing all things on their 
former footing, and the Scholars 
again increased in number to about 
80. They have continued to fluctu- 
ate between 70 and 80, until the 
present month of May. The School 
now consists of about 50. The 
change of abode which has. taken 
place in many cases, added to the 
very unsettled state of the weather 
during the greater part of the month, 
has had the effect of producing 
this second decrease in number. 
When these temporary obstacles, 
however, shall have been removed, 
there is every reason to hope that 
the School will, once more, attain 
to its usual strength. 

“ During the period embraced by 
this report, eight or nine of the 
Scholars have attached themselves 
to the School organized in St John’s 
Chapel, on account of the proxi- 
mity of their dwellings to that 
Chapel ; three or four have, like- 
wise, been reeeived into the Epis- 
copal Charity School. ‘The gene- 
ral deportment of the Scholars dur- 
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ing the period above mentioned, 
has been marked by regularity, dili- 
gence, and a fonduess for learning. 
Very few of them have given occa- 
sion for any harsh interference on 
the part of the Teachers. Their 
proficiency has invariably kept pacc 
with their desire of instruction. 
The School is at present divided in- 
to two classes ; and these are again 
subdivided, the first into three, and 
the second into two smaller classes. 
There is, besides, a Bible Class, 
consisting of about 14 of the most 
advanced Scholars, who are obliged, 
every Sunday afternoon, to repeat 
from memory a chapter of the Scrip- 
tures; upon which they are after- 
wards examined by the Superinten- 
dent. 

“ Fifty Tracts have been pre- 
sented to this School by the Juve- 
nile Tract Society.” 


In the Female School of 77i- 
nity Church there are seven regular 
classes of whites, and four of co- 
loured. Four classes of whites read, 
learn Catechism, and study Bible 
Questions ; also two coloured class- 
es perform the same. Every fourth 
Sunday these classes are examined 
upon the above mentioned lessons. 
Only two examinations have taken 
place, owing to their not having 
been prepared. They are likewise 
admonished to commit Psalms, Col- 
lects, &c. to memory, which they 
do sometimes. 

About 47 Scholars attend regu- 
larly ; of these 23 are white, and 24 
coloured children. 28 are capable 
of reading the Prayer Book, and 
joining in with the services of the 
Church. 

With regard to the other class- 
es, only eight Scholars read in the 
Primer; the others are confined to 
the alphabet, and wordsof one, two, 
and three syllables. The examina- 
tion of the above takes place every 
fourth week, and the last exam- 
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ination gave proof of some im- 
provement. 

At present there are eight 
Teachers, and one Assistant ; three 
Teachers having been prevented 
from attending during some weeks. 

In order to excite the attention 
of pupils, and to stimulate their ex- 
ertions, the Superintendent and 
Teachers have pursued the plan of 
distributing tickets to the most de- 
serving, and of redeeming them by 
premiums and rewards. This sys- 
tem has had great effect, and they 
are gratified at its success. The 
Scholars have become attentive to 
their exercises, and more respectful 
to their Teachers. 


In the Male School of Trinity 
and Grace Churches there have 
been added, since the last report, 
86 Scholars. 46 have been dis- 
charged, viz. two for disorderly 
conduct, three who have been ad- 
mitted into the Episcopal Charity 
School, and 41 who have removed 
to distant parts of the city, or inte 
the country. | 

The present number of Scho- 
lars is 65; viz. 44 whites and 21 
blacks. Of this number about 46 
are regular in their attendance. 

The present number of Teach- 
ers is nine, who, with the Superin- 
tendent, are permanently attached to 
the School. 

The Schools in connexion with 
St. Mark's Church have, from va- 
rious causes, very much diminish- 
ed since the last report. The 
whole number of Scholars being now 
reduced to somewhere about 50. 
The principal cause of this is the 
want of sufficient voluntary aid ; 
the number, of young persons in 
that parish, especially of males, quali- 
fied to take an active part in the 
School, being very small. Of the 
above Scholars, about 20 are boys, 
who are under the sole care of Mr. 


Sunday School Society. 


William Tripler, to whose laudable 
zeal and perseverance the present 
existence of the Boys’ School is en- 
tirely owing. Of the other Male 
Teachers, some have relinquished 
from the want of a proper sensibili- 
ty to the importance of the: charity 
in which they were engaged ; and 
others have become wearied in con- 
sequence of the arduous and long 
continued duty imposed upon them. 
Much praise is due to several of the 
young Ladies in the congregation, 
for their persevering attention tothe 
Scholars intheir department. The 
decline of their School 4s chiefly to 
be ascribed to the bad. walking in the 
Deighbourhood of the Church, dur- 
ing the late inclement season, which 
has prevented the Visiting Commit- 
tees calling upon the parents of the 
children, to ascertain the cause of 
their neglecting School. 


From the Female School of Grace 
Church the following report has been 
received. 

“ About 150 Scholars ‘have been 
admitted into the School, since its 
formation in 1817; of which but a 
very small proportion has ever 
attended. The umber of Scholars 
who have been, at any one time, in 
regular attendance, has rarely ex- 
ceeded 30. The size of the School 
may be accounted for, insome mea- 
ure, by its local situation, in a part 
of the city where comparatively but 
a small number of the poorer classes 
are. to be met with; .and also by its 
being the last formed in the lower 
Churches. ‘Other causes have con- 
tribued to depress it, and to render 
the exertions of the few interested 
in its growth and prosperity, of lit. 
tle effect. The Superintendents and 
Teachers have, however, witness- 
ed, with great satisfaction, the ea- 
gerness of many of the children te 
receive instruction, and the visible 
improvement of all in morals and 
manners. They have uniformly en- 
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deavoured to inculcate correct sen- 
timents, and to impress the minds 
of their pupils with a deep sense of 
their moral obligations, and reli- 
gious duties. 

“‘ The School has been support- 
ed, for a long time, by the exertions 
of a few individuals. It is hoped 
that the females, generally, of Grace 
Church, who have been, hitherto, 
uninterested spectators of the pro- 
gress of the School, will follow the 
example given them by those of 
other Churches, and volunteer their 
aid in itssupport. None who have 
been applied to have withheld their 
money ; but very few have been wil- 
ling to give their time to the reli- 
gious instruction of this interesting 
portion of their fellow-creatures ; 
many of whom have been rescued 
from the extreme of ignorance, vice, 
and misery, and afford their In- 
structors the confident hope of their 
being thoroughly reclaimed from 
the error of their ways.” 

From the above statements it ap- 
pears that the aggregate number of 
Scholars at present regularly attend- 
ing the several Schools in union 
with this Society, is 654, viz. 273 
males and 381 females. 

It ought, in justice, to be stated, 
that the very general change of re- 
sidence, and the difficulty of ascer- 
taining, for some time, whither the 
Scholars have removed, always pro- 
duce a temporary diminution of 
numbers at this period of the year. 

From the Report of the Trea- 
surer, it appears that there is a 
balance in his hands of one hun- 
dred and fourteen dollars and thirty- 
four cents. There are demands, 
however, against the Society for 
books and other necéssary exvenses 
of the several Schools, much be- 
yond the amount now in the T'rea- 
sury; The Board confidently hope 
that this fact will be seriously con- 
sidered by their fellow members of 
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the Church. Among Scholars of 


the description usually found in 
Sunday Schools, the consumption 
of books must necessarily be very 
great; while the premiums essen- 
tial to the proposed usefulness of 
the Schools form no small item cf 
expenditure. Our Schools must de- 
cline and perish, unless favoured 
with the timely aid of the friends 
of the institution. An event so re- 
pugnant to the feelings of piety and 
humanity, and so discreditable to 
our Church, we trust will not be 
suffered to occur. The limited 
amount of funds has been found a 
most serious inconvenience, and a 
very great obstacle to the success of 
the Schools. ‘The Board cannot 
but hope that it will be effectually 
removed. 

The Reports of the Schools above 
detailed, afford much matter for 
commendation and encouragement. 
The Board are in possession of va- 
rious particulars, too minute to be 
here detailed, of a most satisfactory 
nature, illustrating the religious and 
moral benefits of this establishment ; 
and the astonishing proficiency, es- 
pecially in exercises of memory, to 
which many of the pupils have at- 
tained. ‘The Board are not unaware 
of the respect and gratitude to 
which these circumstances entitle 
the Superintendents and Teachers. 
We recognize among them several, 
under whose diligent and assiduous 
labours the Schools were first or- 
ganized. So far from being weary 
in well-doing, their zeal is una- 
bated, and their efforts unremite 
ting. May God remember them 
for good. 

We regret to find circumstances 
of qualification to the general plea- 
sure and encouragement we feel, in 
the very unpromising state of the Fe- 
male School of Grace Church, and 
the Schools of St. Mark’s Church. 
To a few individuals, we are 
greatly indebted for their conti- 
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nued existence. The want of in- 
terest in their behalf on the part 
of the respective congregations, we 
are sorry to be obliged to regard as 
the cause of the too well ground- 
ed fear of their extinction. We 
would humbly and respectfully ap- 
peal to their feelings of benevo- 
lence, and their wish for diffusing 
religious and moral instruction. 
Measures are about to be taken, 
under the authority of this Board, 
with a view to improving the con- 
dition of these Schools. We earn- 
estly solicit the co-operation of the 
congregations of those churches. 

The Board gratefully acknow- 
ledge the receipt of 144 Bibles and 
343 Prayer Books from the Auxili- 
ary New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society, and of several 
Tracts from the First Female 
Juvenile Tract Society of New- 
York. 

It has given the Board much 
pleasure to hear of a very consider- 
able improvement in the manage- 
ment of the School of St. Paul’s 
Chapel. To the Superintendents 
and Teachers of that, as of eve- 
ry other School, much credit has 
been uniformly due. But it is 
impossible for them, however as- 


siduous, to do all that the care’ 


and conduct of a School require. 
They are, accordingly, here aided 
by the Directors, who, by succes- 
sive committees of three, assist in 
the care and superintendence of the 
Scholars during divine service, seek 
out absentees, and procure addition- 
al pupils. The zeal manifested by 
several gentlemen of the congrega- 
tion in this excellent work, is truly 
admirable, and worthy of imitation. 

Several Schools might be greatly 
enlarged, if there were not such 
a backwardness in the offer of ser- 
vices as Teachers. Sunday School 
instruction is an eminently useful, 
and a self-rewarding work of piety 
and Christian charity. We would 
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earnestly solicit increased attention 
to it in behalf of the Schools under 
our care, particularly of the young 
members of our several congrega- 
tions. 

To our brethren, generally, we 
would address ourselves in the spi- 
rit dictated by the sacred character, 
and the temporal and eternal im- 
portance of the work we have in 
hand. We confidently appeal to 
their judgment in favour of the 
principle of our institution, that ree 
ligious instruction—the grand ob- 
ject of Sunday Schools, and the on- 
ly one which can justify their occue 
pying time and care on the Lord’s 
Day—should be imparted under the 
direction of the Church, and should 
embrace, not efforts to form a bigot- 
ted and sectarian spirit, but guidance 
in that faith, and those religious and 
moral precepts which the Gospel 
enforces, and which characterized 
the days of the primitive purity 
and unity of the mystical body of 
Christ. We would ask them 
not to be indifferent spectators of 
the efforts making under the ats- 
pices of this Society, to raise fel- 
low beings from the degradation 
and awful danger of ignorance 
and vice, to the sanctifying faith, 
the cheering hope, and the eter- 
nal recompense of pure and unde- 
filed religion. We would ask their 
aid and encouragement in every 
way in which Providence may fit 
them to extend it. We would earn- 
estly solicit their prayers, that he 
** who, as at this time,” did “ teach 
the hearts of” his “ faithful people, 
by sending to them the light of” his 
“* Holy Spirit,” would “ grant us, 
by the same Spirit, to have a right 
judgment in all things;” that we 
may faithfully and successfully pro- 
mote the pious and interesting de- 
sign of our establishment; and that 
it may be blessed as an useful hand- 
maid to the Church in her legiti- 
mate peculiar work, of advancing 
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the spiritual and eternal welfare of 
the sons of men. 
By order of the Board. 
Jonn H. Hopart, President. 
T.N. Sranrorp, Sec. pro. tem. 
New-York, : 
Whitsun-M onday, May 31, 1819. 


The following gentlemen com- 
pose the Board: 


The Right Rev. John H. Hobart, 
 D. D. ex officio, President. 
Joshua Jones, 1st Vice-President. 
Henry Rogers, 2d Vice-President. 
Richard Platt, 3d Vice-President. 
Luther Bradish, Secretary. 
Benjamin W. Rogers, Treasurer. 

Clergymen, being members of 
the Society, ex officio, Managers— 
Rev. William Berrian, Rev. Ben- 
jamin T. Onderdonk, Rev. William 
Creighton, Rev. James Montgo- 
mery, Rev. Thomas C. Brownell, 
Rev. Thomas Breintnall. 

Male Superintendents of the dif- 
ferent Schools, ex officio, Managers 
—Trinity and Grace Churches, J. 
Smyth Rogers—St. Paul’s Chapel, 
James Swords—5St. Fohn's Chapel, 
Charles W. Sandford—St. Mark’s 
Church, William Tripler—Zion 
Church, Joseph Moore. 

Delegates from the different 
Boards of Direction Trinity 
Church, Joshua Jones, Philip Hone 
—St. Paul’s Chapel, Anthony L. 
Underhill, John R. Wheaton— 
St. ohn’s Chapel, Col. Richard 
Platt, Jonathan H. Lawrence—Zion 
Church, John Heath, Thomas Jen- 
nings. 

Managers for Life—Henry Ro- 
gers, Richard Whiley, John Watts, 
jun. Abijah Hammond, Henry 
Fisher, Ezra Weeks, Nehemiah 
Rogers, Moses Rogers, David R. 
Lambert, Benjamin W. Rogers, 
Thomas N. Stanford, Francis Pan- 
ton, Edward J. Ball, John Anthon, 
and Jonathan Goodhue. 

Visiting Committee to the different 
Schools—J. Smyth Rogers, Thomas 
N. Stanford. 
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Bishop Moore’s Address to the Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, delivered before them at 
Petersburg, (Virginia,) on Satur- 
day, the 15th May, 1819. 


BreTuren, 


To effect great and important 
objects, great and continued exer- 
tion is required. Difficulties must 
not be permitted to paralyze our ef- 
forts, nor to unnerve our arm. The 
mind, fixed upon a legitimate point, 
must put forth all its energies in the 
attainment of the contemplated de- 
sign. ‘To press forward towards the 
mark, and to persevere with firmness, 
can alone secure to us success, and 
effect the completion of that hallowed 
object in which we have engaged, the 
resuscitation of the Church of our fa- 
thers. 

When travelling through this ex- 
tensive divcess, fatigued with the la- 
bours peculiar to the station which I 
occupy, my spirits are always revived 
by recurring to that noble principle 
which forms the soul of this conven- 
tion, and which animates the bosom 
of each individual member. It is to 
raise our Zion from the dust, to build 
up her prostrated altars, and to fur- 
nish the people of our communion 
with the bread of life, that we are la- 
bouring. Jehovah, from his throne of 
mercy, looks down with approbation, 
and whispers to our hearts, “ well 
done, good and faithful servants.” 

When the ruins of our desolated 
temples meet my eye, and the reli- 
gious privations of the people are 
presented to my view, my soul is over- 
whelmed with those reflections pecu- 
liar tothe case. Considering the ene- 
my of mankind as the origin of the 
desolation and distress which I be- 
hold, a new impetus is communicated 
to my mind; the Cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is presented to my view, 
and “lo!. Lam with you always,” re- 
vives my heart, and impels me to re- 
newed exertion. To labour in the 


vineyard of the crucified Saviour, has 
formed the chief delight of the last 
thirty-two years of my life ; and though 
the power of doing good is in a de- 
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gree abridged by an increase of years, 
still my inclination is as great as it 
has ever been, and if I can add one 
stone to the sacred edifice, and see 
the Church of my fathers placed upon 
that height, to which the apostolic pu- 
rity of her doctrines entitles her, I 
shall commit my head to the pillow of 
death with satisfaction, and leave my 
best blessing to those who shall sur- 
vive me. 

Were I to say, brethren, that E en- 
tertain the least doubt of our ultimate 
success, I should speak a language 
foreign to my heart. We are not, it 
is to be remembered, entering within 
the enclosures of other denominations, 
and interfering with them. We are 
absolutely seeking the lost sheep of 
our own fold. We are in pursuit of 
those who have been baptized at the 
altars we are appuinted to guard, 
and who are destitute of spiritual 
food. 

When I look around me, and, with 
an anxious solicitude, view those la- 


_ bourers engaged with me in the work ; 


when I witness their zeal, and listen 
to the sacred truths they deliver ; 
when [ hear the name of Jesus and 
the triumphs of redeeming grace pro- 


claimed by youthful lips; when I see: 


the standard of the Cross erected in 
every pulpit; when I hear the Re- 
deemer proclaimed as the Lord our 
righteousness, the only hope of the 
believer ; when I see the ministers of 
the Church leading their flocks to the 
Saviour, as “the way, and the truth, 
and the life ;” when I behold those 
who have been set apart to the sacred 
ministry by the imposition of my 
hands, treading in the steps of Hall, 
Davenant, and Hovker, conducting 
their fellow mortals not to Socrates 
and Seneca for relief, but to that foun- 
tain which was opened on Calvary, for 
the salvation of a ruined world, the 
wilderness and solitary places of the 
Church appear stripped of their weeds, 
and are presented to my enraptured 
view, in all the verdure of primitive 
times. 

Brethren, we have much cause of 
gratitude to God for the mercies con- 
ferred upon us; and though all has 


not been done that we could have 
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wished, still enough has been effected 
to convince us that the Lord is with 
us, and that Jehovah smiles upon our 
efforts. 

After leaving the Convention im 
Winchester, last May, in which place 
I confirmed a goodly number, and 
ordained two Priests and one Dea- 
con, I repaired to the congregation at 
Bunker’s Hill, at which place I con- 
secrated a neat stone Church to the 
service of Almighty God, preached 
to a devout and pious people, and 
confirmed thirty-five persons. Ithen 
visited Martinsburgh, at which place 
I preached twice on the Sabbath, to 
a respectable and attentive auditory, 
and confirmed fourteen. After dis- 
charging my duties in Martinsburgh, 
I visited the North Mountain, where 
I proclaimed the truths of the Gospel 
to a large and attentive assembly, con- 
secrated a new and beautiful Church, 
and confirmed fifteen. 

From the North Mountain I went 
to Shepherd’s-Town, at which place I 
preached to a large auditory, and con- 
firmed fifty. From thence I went to 
Charleston, in Jefferson county, open- 
ed a new and elegant Church, and 
confirmed twenty-five. From Charles- 
ton I repaired to the Chapel in Fre- 
derick county, and preached to a pi- 
ous and devout assembly. After com- 
pleting the object of my visit beyond 
the Blue Ridge, I crossed into the 


county of Loudon, and visited the pa- 


rish under the care of Mr. Dunn 
preached twice on the Sabbath, and 
once on Monday, to large and atten- 
tive congregations, and confirmed 
twelve. From Loudon I repaired to 
Prince William, and preached at Hay 
Market. From thence I went to Fau- 
quier, consecrated a new Church, de- 
livered a discourse adapted to the oc- 
casion, and assisted in the administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper. From Fau- 
quier I passed into Culpepper, and 
— to a large congregation. 
rom Culpepper I went to Orange, 
and preached on the Sabbath to alarge 
and attentive assembly. From Orange 
I went to Albemarle, but as some mis- 
take had taken place relative to my 
appointment, I was not presented with 


an opportunity of officiating. Having 


EP Se <= um: 


| 
| 


| 
: 
i 
| 
BS 
a 
wr | 
bit 
i 
é 
i) 
Bi 
' 
, i 
ime 


. agrcnee pirey weit Manatee ‘ 
Saito cans —— me 


SS rea 


a a 





Set Se 
— = 
- seicemeneees 


a 


sok ae 


- — 

















a eS 


aman St 
enw eer 


es peg oT 7 





Pe ~— 2a a 


aT 


208 Bishop Moore’s Address to the Convention of Virginia. 


thus finished my spring tour, I re- 
turned to Richmond. 

Remiining at home a fortnight, I 
again left my parish the last of June, 
on a visit to some of the lower coun- 
ties. In New-Kent, I preached to an 
attentive congregation in the old Pa- 
rish of St. Peter’s. I then repaired 
to York-Town, and officiated in the 
court-house, and on the subsequent 
Sabbath preached in the Church in 
Williamsburg, administered the Lord’s 
Supper to the people, and then return- 
ed home. 

The claims of Hanover to my pas- 
toral attention, summoned me into 
that county, in which district I preach- 
ed in the course of the week, in four 
places of public worship, and lectured 
at Dr. Carter Berkley’s. My visit to 
that parish was again repeated after a 
little time, when I administered the 
Lord’s Supper, and preached as usual 
to a pious and attentive congregation 
at the Fork Church. The state of 
that parish, as it is, of individuals en- 
deared to me, by a thousand tender 
considerations, induced me to visit it 
a third time, when I preached in two 
of the Churches, administered the 
Lord’s Supper, and lectured at Mr. 
Francis Nelson’s. 

The last autumn I left Richmond, 
on a tour to the northern section of 
the diocess, preaching in Fredericks- 
burg in the evening, and continued 
my journey as far as Alexandria. In 
that city I preached five times in three 
days, to overflowing pious congrega- 
tions. From Alexandria I passed into 
Prince William, consecrated a new 
Church, preached to a pious people, 
and administered the Lord’s Supper. 
rom Prince William I again repair- 
ed to Fredericksburg, at which place 
1 preached twice, and assisted Mr. 
M‘Guire in the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper. From thence I went 
to Port Royal, where I also efficiated, 
and then returned to Richmond. In 
addition to the duties above specified, 
I have visited Chesterfield several 
times—preached once in the Church 
of Falling Creek, and also upon two 
funeral occasions. 

It will not be thought irrevelant, 
brethren, to notice, at this time, my 
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late excursion through the diocess of 
North-Carolina. The Church in that 
state is rising in all the vigour of 
youth. A new edifice has been lately 
erected in Fayetteville, an ornament 
to the town, and a credit to the exer- 
tion of its founders, which I conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty 
God. Iconfirmed in that place sixty 
persons, and admitted the Reverend 
Mr. Shaw, to the order of Deacons. 
Among the list of worthies, who have 
exerted themselves in the building of 
the Church in Fayetteville, I find the 
names of Cameron and Winslow, the 
sons of two of our deceased clergy. 
May the spirit of their fathers con- 
tinue to animate their bosoms, and 
may the children of other ministers 
imitate their noble, their laudable ex- 
ample. The Church in Wilmington 
is also in a prosperous condition. [I 
preached in that place to pious, 
crowded auditories, and confirmed 
133. Newbern is also rising in im- 
portance. The congregation have 
determined to erect a new Church, 
upon the plan of that in Fayetteville. 


I preached in Newbern five times in | 


three days, confirmed 52 persons, and 
administered the Lord's Supper to a 
large body of pious communicants. 
I visited Washington, Greenville, and 
Tarborough, and preached several 
times in each place. 

Brethren, animated with the dispo- 
sition of doing good, let us renew this 
day to God, and his Church, our vows 
of fidelity. We have pledged our- 
selves to exert every nerve in the pro- 
secution of the cause in which we 
have embarked, and let us redeem 
that pledge by an indefatigable atten- 
tien to our duty. Let us continue to 
love one another. Let us pray for 
our mutual success. Let us speak 
the same things, and proclaim the 
same truths. Peace will then be 
within our walls, and the blessing of 
the Almighty will rest upon our la- 
bours. Going forth in the strength 
of the Lord God, and making men- 
tion of his righteousness, and his only, 
the powers of darkness must yield to 
the force of divine truth. The Gos- 

1 will triumph over all its enemies. 


kingdom of the Messiah must 
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and will prevail, until the earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of God, 
as the waters cover the sea. To as- 
sist in the accomplishment of the di- 
vine promises, we have been called to 
labour. Attired in the armour of the 
Gospel, God will be on our side, and 
will render our efforts successful. The 
members of our churches will hold up 
their hands, and pray for the advance- 
ment of the hallowed cause. “ Who 
is he that will harm you, if ye be fol- 
lowers of that which is good?” Bre- 
thren of the Clergy and Laity, you 
carry with you my warmest prayers 
and benediction. May Jehovah be 
your portion, and underneath you, 
may he place the everlasting arms of 
his love. 


—— 
To the Publishers of the Christian Journal. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Tue remarks of Cultor Chris- 
tianus, in your last number, on the 
duty of attending weekly prayers, have 
afforded, at least, one of your readers 
peculiar satisfaction. It is with infi- 
nite regret one is obliged to remark, 
that attendance on these occasions is 
chiefly confined to the fair sex. Does 
not this arise, not so much from indifs 
ference, as from the inevitable necessi- 
ty that every male is under of minding 
his business at that particular period 
when, in a commercial city, the active 
duties of the day must be discharged ? 
Cannot a remedy be applied by adopt- 
ing an earlier hour, that would not 
interfere with indispensable voca- 
tions? If Trinity Church, like the 
Cathedrals in Great-Britain, should 
be opened for Morning Prayer at six 
in summer, and half past seven in 
winter; likewise, every evening to- 
wards sunset, throughout the year, an 
opportunity would be afforded to a 
large proportion of males, of attending 
daily prayers, without interfering with 
the concerns of the day. Females 
who are, or ought to be, employed in 
their domestic duties, might be incited 
to attend at an earlier hour; which 
would induce, moreover, a habit of 
early rising, with all its concomitant 
benefits. But a difficulty, perhaps, 
lies at the very threshold of introduc- 

Vou. ILE. 


Remarks on Weekly Prayer. 


209 


ing this ancient and once universal 
practice of the Christian Church in 
this city. Whois to perform the ser- 
vice? This must be left to the deci- 
sion of those better acquainted with 
the subject than the writer of this ar- 
ticle. ‘There are a dozen or more 
Episcopal Clergymen in this metro- 
polis, who might, perhaps, lend their 
voluntary assistance to discharge the 
duty in, rotation. The collateral 
beauty of holiness, chanting, might 
be vastly improved by young ladies 
lending their vocal powers in the choir 5 
an exercise that would be productive 
of health, by giving free play to the 
lungs. It has been remarked, that 
consumption, the direful disease of 
our Climate, is almost totally unknown 
in Germany. This has been ascribed 
to the universal practice, among all 
denominations in that country, of 
teaching young persons Psalmody, and 
the consequent general improved taste 
for singing. This delightful and na- 
tural accomplishment is almost en- 
tirely neglected in this city, unless 
accompanied by a piano; when the 
articulation and nicer inflections of 
the voice are rarely exerted and al- 
most always overwhelmed by the 
tones of the instruments. Would it 
not be an improvement, if not already 
adopted, in the Sunday School educa- 
tion, to instruct the children in Psal- 
mody? The psalm or hymn, selected 
as an exercise for the memory, might 
be sung to the appropriate air by the 
aid of the organ. ‘The finer voices 
would be distinguished and selected 
for further improvement, and thus 
progressively lay the basis for formin 
a choir, so intimately connected wit 
the service of the sanctuary. These 
hints are modestly suggested with the 
hope of eliciting further attention to 
this interesting subject. 
LAICUS. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 
Gentlemen, 


To diversify the pages of your 
highly useful publication, and to suit 
the various and fastidious tastes of 

our numerous subscribers, the fol- 
lowing Essay, from “ Resolves, divine, 
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moral, and political, by Owen Fet- 
THAM, Esq.” a writer of the seven- 
teenth century, will afford.a favourable 
specimen of the quaintness and raci- 
ness of the style of that period, and 
may gratify those who, like Alphonso, 
king of Arragon, opine that there are 
only four things in the world worth 
living for, old wine to drink, old wood 
to burn,. old books to read, and: old 
friends to converse with. 

“ Owen Fetruam. was born in the 
reign of James I. in Suffolk, Old 
England; where his family had been 
settled for several generations. Few 
particulars are known of his history, 
though it appears that his learning and 
virtues. recommended: him. to the no- 
tice of the Earbof Thomond, in whose 
family he lived for some years in 
easy and honourable dependence. He 
wrote ‘ Resolves, divine, moral, and 
political” a work-of great merit and 
singular excellence, of which the 12th 
edition appeared in #709, in 8vo.— 
This-book, so valuable for its refined 
sentiments, its pointed delineations of 
duty, and its interesting tendency to 
instruct the mind and improve the 
heart in the road of virtue, has lately 
been- edited, with a few alterations, by 
Mr. Cummine, and deservedly recom- 
mends itself to universal perusal.”— 
Lempriere’s Biog. Dict. New-York 
edit: 1810. 

This essay is taken from the ninth 
impression, folio, London, 1670, pub- 
lished in the lifetime of the author. 
To give it full effect, and to affurd 
modern readers a competent idea of 
the manner and spirit of that age, it 
would be desirable to copy, exactly, 
the orthography, italics, and punctua- 
tion: The trouble will be more than 
requited by thus preserving the vener- 
able air and.costume of the original. 

Your constant reader, 
INDAGATOR. 
New-York, 12th June, 1819, 


Of the Danger of a fruitless Hearer. 

Tuoven Preaching in it’s elocutive 
part be but’ the conception of Man, 
and differs as the gifts and abilities of 
men give it lustre or depression; and 


wiany Hearers for their knowledge 


Of the Danger of a fruitless Hearer. 


are able to instruct their Teachers : 
Yet, as it puts us in mind of our du- 
ties, that may perhaps be out of our 
thoughts; and as it is the Ordinance 
of God, and may quicken and enliven 
our Conversation, we owe it both our 
Keverence and dttention. And though 
we may think our education and parts | 
have set us in a higher form than it 
hath done him that does ascend the | 
Pulpit ; yet without a derogation te 
our own Endowments (as in other 
Arts so in that of Divinity.) we may 
well conceive, He that makes it: his | 
trade and calling should better under- | 


stand it, and is likely to be more per-| _ 


fect in it, than he that hath inspection 
therein but by the by and obviously. 
Arts, perfect are by exercise and in- 
dustry. 


does by tendence and improving time, 


creep up to full Maturity; So Arts | 
at first are infant-things, till fld, and | 


As man is born a Child, and | 


garnisht, they burnish out in perfec- | 


tion. 


Even in matter of fact; they | 


have easier and nearer waies to do | 


things, who with assiduity and prac- | 


tice are still intent upon them; than 


can by those be thought on, that are_ 


strangers to the profession. And 
these Considerations may certainly 
content us to hear sometimes the 
meaner-parted preach. The Apostle 


allows it the foolishness of preaching, | 
yet it was the way that peopled all the | 
world with Christianity. It bruised 

the stanch. Philosopher, and: brought | 


the wilful Pagan off from all his 
Idols. It topp’d the soaring Eagle 


with the crosse, and bowed the lofty | 


Conquerour to his knee and Tears. 
And, what know we but sometimes 
our Corruptions may be let out by a 


poor brass pin, as well as by the dex- | 


trous hand that guides a silver Lawn- 
cet? He that is our spiritual Physician 


is not confin’d to any certain instru- | 
ment that he will use to cure us with. | 


And if we out of Copper, Lead, or 
Pewter-preaching, can extract pure 
Gold, 1 take ’tis no. impeachment to 
our wise Philosophy. Surely they 


are not right, that because they can | 


not hear such as they would, will 
therefore come at none. 


a good one, if I can; but rather hear — 
an easie one than not to hear at all. | 
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any He abandons his cure, that refuses to 
of our Come at his Chirurgion. 
| OUF That Cloth can never be White 
xa that lies where dews do never fall 
“ge upon it. I observe those that leave 
wiht the Church-assemblies (so they be not 
rt | Heretical) do grow at last to leave 
fo "4 | Religion too. The Righteous man, 
d the | by the unwise actions of others, does 
wey ye wiser. Even out of weakness 
oth ® he can gather strength. Now the 
| ood great King of Heaven entertains not 
t. uA _ Jools for his followers : If they be not 
nder.| Wise before they. come, yet they are 
tam wise in coming; and then, for that, 
scdion | he makes them so for ever after. 
vusiy, 2 8 @ prerogative belongs to his Ser- 
nd - vants; those that pay him their obe- 
7 oaal dience, he does reward with Wisdome 
time, . 20d Understanding. It was by keep- 
» Aree! ing his Commandements that Vavids 
et wisedome did exceed his Teachers. He 
erfe ;.| that hath wisedome to be truly Religi- 
they | U8, cannot be condemnedly a Fool. 
a rd _ Every precept of Christianity, is a 
_ Maxim of profoundest prudence. *Tis 
yma the Gospels work to reduce man to the 
t pa _ principles of his first Creation; that 
And | 3% to be both guod and wise. Our 
ainly Ancestors it seems were clear of this 
; the Opinion. He that was pious and just 
nostle was reckoned a righteous Man. God- 
hine, Lines and Integrity was call’d and 
the Counted Rightevusness. And in their 
uiseg | Old Saxon English, Righteous was 
sucht Mightwise, and Righteousness was 
r 5 _ originally Right-wiseness. ’Tis the 
Favle | Sear of God that is the beginning of 
loft _ Wisedome.: And ail that seek it have 
JI) a good understanding. It is to be 
hecohey | presum’d, the Merchant that sold all 
b . | to buy the Pearl, was as well Wise as 
i x. | Rich. Those therefore that withdraw 
aun. rom the means altogether, (which, 
‘cian, | 18 ordinary, is preaching ) or are long 
stru. | levers under it unprofitably, by de- 
with grees a strangers to it, and dislike 
2 op || it. “Lis an Aphorism in Physick, 
» OF | ‘That they who in the beginning of 
Lrg | diseases eat much and mend not, fall 
the at last to.a general loathing of Food. 
| pd _ The Moral is astrue in Divinity. He 
wil} | that hath a sick Conscience and lives 
lear | 2, {4earer under a fruitful Ministry, 
rare if he grows not sound he will learn to 
al despise the Word. When food con- 


verts not into Nourishment, ’twill not 
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be long before the Body languisheth. 
Blessings neglected in the Van do 
troap in curses in the Rear and sequel ; 
but, when contemned, Vengeance. 
Who neglects the good he may have, 
shall find the evi that he would avoyd. 
Justly he sits in darkness, that would 
not light his Taper when the Fire 
burr’d clearly. Offers of Mercy 
sleighted, prepare the way for Judg- 
ments. We deeper charge ourselves. 
Yet are we more uncapable-of clear- 
ing our accounts. He that needs 
Counsel and will not daign to lend a 
listning ear, destines himself to mi- 
sery, and is the willing Author of his 
own sad woe. Continue at a stay we 
cannot: Corruption neither mends.it- 
self, nor leaves to be so till it bring 
destruction. The fire followed Lots 
neglected preaching. Capernaum’s 
fate was heavyer for her miracles. 
Desperate is his estate, that -hates the 
thing should help him. Uf ever you 
see a drowning man refuse help, con- 
clude him a wilful Murtherer. When 
God offers nore than hee’s oblig’d to, 
we ought by all the waies we can te 
meet so glorious Mercies. ‘To the 
burying of such Treasures, there be- 
longs a Curse ; To their mispending, 


Punishment and Confusion. 
 — 
PSALM XCV. 
(From B’Oyly’sand Mant’s Family Bible, now 
lishing by 7. & J- Swords.—'1 he notes between 
are ‘ackded to the American edition.) 


1 An exhortation to praise God, 3 for 
his greatness, 6 and for ‘his good- 
ness, 8 and not to tempt him. 


‘The introduction of the first-begotten 
into the world. A prophetic Song, con- 
sisting of six parts; namely, Psalms xcv. 
Xcvi. xcvii. XCViii. XCIX. Ce—These six 
Psalms form, if I mistake not, one entire 
prophetic poem, cited by St. Paul in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, under the title of 
the introduction of the First-Borm into the 
world. Each‘Psalm has its proper subject, 
which is some particular branch of the 
general argument, the establishment of 
the Messiah’s kingdom. The-95th Psalm 
asserts Jehovah’s Godhead and his power 
over all nature, and exhorts his people;to 
gerve him. In Psalm 96th, all nations are 
exhorted to join in his service, because he 
cometh to judge all mankind, Jew and 
Gentile. In the 97th Psalm, Jehovah reigns 
over all the world, the idols are deserted, 
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the Just One is glorified. In the 98th 
Psalm, Jehovah hath done wonders, and 
wrought deliverance for himself: he hath 
remembered his mercy toward the house 
of Israel: he comes to judge the whole 
world. This, I think, clearly alludes toa 
restoration of the Jewish nation. In the 
$9th, Jehovah, seated between the cheru- 
bim in Zion, [the visible Church, } reigns 
over all the world, to be praised for the 
justice of his government. In the 100th 
Psalm, all the world is called upon to 
praise Jehovah the Creator, whose mercy 
and truth areeverlasting. Bp. Horsley. } 

The author of the Epistle to the He- 
brews hath taught us to consider this 
Psalm as an address to believers under the 
Gospel; and he affirms it to be written by 
David, Heb. iv. 7. Bp. Horne. 

[This Psalm hath been.long used in the 
Christian Church, as a proper introduction 
to her holy services. Bp. Horne. ] 


1 O come, let us sing unto the Lorn: 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation. 


[ Ver. 1. O come, let us sing unto the Lord: 
&c.] In this first verse, Christians now 
exhort and stir up each other, as the Jews 
did of old, to employ their voices in honour 
of Jehovah, to celebrate the Rock of their 
Salvation. Jesus, by redeeming us from 
our enemies, hath opened our lips, and our 
mouths ought, therefore, to show forth his 
praise. He is the Rock of ages, in which 
is opened a fountain for sin and unclean- 
ness; the Rock which attends the Church 
in the wilderness, pouring forth the water 
of life for her use and comfort ; the Rock 
which is our fortress against every enemy, 
shadowing and refreshing a weary land. 
** O come, then, let us sing unto this our 
Lord, let us make a joyful noise unto this 
Rock of our salvation. Bp. Horne.] 


2 Let us come before his presence 
with thanksgiving, and make a joyful 
noise unto him with psalms. 

[2. Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, &c.|- The presence of Je- 
hovah dwelt formerly between the cheru- 
bim, in a tabernacle, or temple, made with 
hands, whither the Israelites were to re- 
sort, until God became manifest in the 
flesh. After that time, the Divine pre- 
sence left the synagogue, and removed into 
the Christian Church; by her we are now 
invited to come before that presence with 
thanksgiving, and, while we make a joyful 
noise, by chanting these Divine’ Psalms, 
to imitate, in some measure, the heavenly 
pte who rest not from their blessed 
employment of praising God day or night 
Rev. iv. 8. Bp. Horne} , —? 

3 For the Lorp is a great God, and 
@ great King above all gods. 

3. — above all gods.] Above all the 
Powers of heaven andearth. Bp. Patrick. 
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4 In his hand are the deep places 
of the earth: the strength of the hiils 
is his also. 

5 The sea is his, and he made it: 
and his hands formed the dry land. 


[4, 5. In his hand, &c.] The treasures, 
which Jie hid in the deep places of the 
earth beneath; the majestick pride and 
strength of the hills, which tower above, 
and lift up their heads to heaven; the un- 
numbered waves of the great and wide 
sea, which roll in perpetual motion round 
the world; the rich and variegated pro- 
duce of the dry land, crowned with ver- 
dure and beauty; together with every 
thing that liveth in the waters or on the 
earth; all are under the government of 
our God; by him were all things created ; 
by him have all things been redeemed. 
Bp. Horne. } ; 
the strength of the hills] That is, 
the loftiest and largest hills. Dr. Ham- 
mond. 


6 O come, let us worship and bow 
down: let us kneel before the Lorp 
our maker. 


6. — let us kneel before the Lord] It is 
most becoming, on all occasions, to ex- 
press religious feelings of the mind by 
suitable actions of the body; and, espe- 
cially, to “ kneel before the Lord our 
maker,” when we humbly pour forth to 
his sacred name the tribute of our prayers 
and adorations. 

[If we are to worship God for the being, 
and the benefits which we receive at his 
hands, as the plain rules of reason inform 
us; then does it seem agreeable to the 
same reason, that we should make use of 
all those several ways of worship, which 
do best express the total and entire de- 
pendance we have onhim. The soul wor- 
ships him, by framing to itself awful ideas 
of his majesty and great excellencies, by 
invoking aid and assistance frem him, and 
by putting up praises tohim. The body 
worships him, by bowing and prostrating 
itself; and by all those humble and devout 
postures, which suit best with those in- 
ward affections and dispositions of the 
mind. Both together make up that com- 
plete harmony of Divine worship, which 
results from the agreement of the several 
sae of our frame in the same acts of ac- 

nowledgment.—Let us carry in our ears 
always when we enter into the place ef 
God’s publick worship, the sound of those 
expressions he used to Moses out of the 
flaming bush: “ Put off thy shoes from thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy ground !”—Let us consider with 
ourselves, if such and so many are the ad- 
vantages that spring from a due care of 
external behaviour, how at must the 





inconveniences then be, that arise from 
the neglect of it; from an indecent and 
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slovenly worship ; a worship fit neither for 
God, who is a God of beauty and order, to 
receive ; nor for man, who is the only crea- 
ture in this lower world that has a sense 
of these things, to pay.—But let us not 
think we have fulfilled our duty merely by 
resorting to the Church, and adding one to 
the number of the congregation; by doing 
as other men do, and saying as other men 
say there; nor hope to atone by an out- 
wardly decent behaviour, for an inwardly 
alienated mind. But let us, whenever we 
come to the house of God, not fail to come 
whole and entire; to offer and present un- 
to God (as the Liturgy speaks) ourselves, 
our souls, and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and lively sacrifice to him: let us 
resolve to worship him, not with our lips 
and knees only, but (as we are obliged to 
love him) even with all our heart, and 
with all our soul, and with all our mind, 
and with all our strength.”—The service 
of our sanctuary is particularly contrived 
to promote attention by the decent, order- 
ly, and.solemn manner, in which it is per- 
ormed. For it is neither, on the one side, 
so very plain and simple, as not to be able 
to rouse; nor, on the other, so splendid 
and gaudy, as to be apt to distract the 
mind. It is duly tempered between these 
extremes, and partakes of either, as far as 
either is requisite towards creating and 
cherishing a sound and reasonable, a warm 
and active devotion. Pictures, indeed, 
and images, to which the Church of Rome 
in this case has recourse, fix the attention ; 
but itis on awrong object. A multitude 
of vain and pompous ceremonies, a vari¢- 
ty of rich habits and ornaments, musick 
framed for delight, without improvement: 
these things, indeed, may render an assem- 
bly attentive; but so likewise would a 
scene in the theatre. The devotion they 
produce (if indeed they produce any) goes 
no farther than the senses; it is not that 
of the heart and spirit. But with us, all 
the outside of our worship contributes to- 
wards the inward life and reality of it: 
our Churches are decently adorned; they 
who officiate at our altars, are ey 
habited; our daily service is performed, 
and our sacraments administered in a be- 
coming and reverend manner; our musick 
is always, or always ought to be, grave 
andsolemn. Every part and circumstance 
of our worship is so ordered, as to inspire 
us with an holy reverence and awe, and so 
far to keep the outward senses awake, as 
their vigilance may be of use to give wings 
to our devotion, and vigour to our minds. 
Bp. Atterbury. | 


7 For he is our God; and we are 
the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand. ‘To-day if ye will 
hear his voice, 

7. For heis our God; &c.] “For he is 
eur God; we are the people of his pas- 


Psalm XCV. 


213 


ture, and the sheep of his hand; if ye will 
hear his voice to-day ;” that is, If ye will 
be his obedient people, he will continue to 
be your God. Or else, the word translated 
“if” may be rendered in the optative 
form; * O that you would hear his voice 
to-day,” saying unto you, “ Harden not,” 
&c. However this be, what follows to the 
end of the Psalm is undoubtedly spoken 
in the person of God himself. Bp. Horne. 

[An additional reason why we should 
both praise Jehovah and pray to him, is 
the peculiar relation into which he hath 
been pleased to put himself by the cove- 
nant of grace; he is our God; we are the 
objects of his tender care and unspeakable 
love; we are his people, and his sheep; 
his chosen flock, which he hath purchased 
with his blood, which he feeds with his 
word, and refreshes with his Spirit, in fair 
and pleasant pastures. From these pas- 
tures, O thou good Shepherd, suffer us not 
to stray; or, if we do stray, bring us 
speedily back again, by any means, which 
thou, in thine infinite wisdom, shalt think 
fit. Wholesome is the discipline which 
drives us into the fold, and keeps us there. 
Bp. Horne. 


8 Harden not your heart, as in the 
provocation, and as in the day of 
temptation in the wilderness : 


9 When your fathers tempted me, 
proved me, and saw my work, 


8, 9. Harden not, &c.] These verses 
allude to what passed at the place called 
Massah, and Meribah, from the people 
there striving with their God, notwith- 
standing all the mighty works which he 
had wrought for them before their eyes, 
Exod. xvii. 7. Bp. Horne. 

9. When your fathers tempted me,] See 
the notes on Numb. xiv. 22. 


10 Forty years long was F grieved 
with this generation, and said, It is a 
people that do err in their heart, and 
they have not known my ways: 


10. — they have not known my 8: 
They have not acknowledged tp ot 
and presence among them. Bp. Wilson. 


11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath 
that they should not enter into my 
rest. 

11. — into my rest.] That is, into the 
land of Canaan, which was a type of hea- 
ven. Dr. Weils. 

The wisdom and piety of the Church 
hath appointed this Psalm to be used every 
day in the beginning of our publick morn- 
ing devotions, that there may be an union 
of all in heart and voice in the acknow- 
ledgment of God’s mercy. It is from not 
acknowledging at all, or not acknowledg- 
ing together, the superiority of God over 
all the world, and his power and justice 
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of disposing of all things in it, that we fail 
in our humility towards him, and in the 
exercise of Christian duties towards ail 
men; and it is from not enough remem- 
bering the ingratitude and rebellion of our 
forefathers, and the grievous punishments 
they underwent for the same, the forcing 
God to reverse his own purpose, and com- 
pelling him not to let them see the bless- 
ing he intended to them, that we are still 
so much inclined to murmur at his provt- 
dence, and undervalue his power. Lord 
Clarendon. 


pas 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 
On Tuesday, the first day of June 


inst. the Annual Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church ia the 
state of Rhode-Island, was holden at 
Si John’s Church, in Providence.— 
Divine service was celebrated; the 
a0 being read by the Rev. Mr. 

)HEATON; and a Discourse was de- 
livered by Bishop Griswotp. The 
Hely Eucharist was then administer- 
ed; when the Convention proceeded 
to business. 

Present, the Right Rev. ALEXANDER 
V. Griswoip, D. D. Bishop of the 
Eastern Diocess, Rector of St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Bristol, President ex- 
officio ; and the following Clergy ap- 
peared and took their seats, viz. 

Rev. Nathan Bourne Crocker, Rec- 
tor of St. John’s Church, Providence ; 
Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of 
Trinity Church, Newport; Rev. John 
Laurens Blake, Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, North-Providence. The fol- 
lowing named Lay Delegates, pro- 
ducing the requisite testimonials, ap- 
peared and took their seats, viz. 

From St. John’s Church, Provi- 
dence, Messrs. Thomas L. Halsey, 
Alexander Jones, Abner Daggett, Jer- 
emiah Lippitt. 

From Trinity Church, Newport, 
Messrs. John P. Mann, Samuel White- 
ham, Stephen T. Northam. 

From St. Michael’s Church, Bris- 
tol, Messrs. Charles Collins, Willian 
Pearce, John Harve, Lemuel C. Rich- 
mond. ; 

From St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Providence, Messrs. Niles Manches- 
ter, Ebenezer ‘fiffany, Apollos Cush- 
man, John B. Braid. 
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From Christ Church, Gloucester, 
Messrs. Thomas Owen, and Joseph 
Bowen. 

The Rev. George Taft, Deacon, 
residing in Providence, and officiating 
oceasionally in Gloucester; and the 
Rev. Mr. Falker, Deacon, officiating 
at St. Paul’s Churches, North and 
South-Kingston, were admitted to 
honorary seats. 

The Convention proceeded to elec- 
tion, and appointed Jeremiah Lippitt, 
Secretary; Rev. Salmon Wheaton, 
Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. John 
L. Blake, Standing Committee. The 
same gentlemen were also appointed 
Clerical, and Messrs. Benjamin Gard- 
ner, Thomas L. Halsey, Alexander 
Jones, and Stephen T. Northam, Lay 
Delegates to the General Convention. 

The three above named Reverend 
Gentlemen were also appointed Cleri- 
cal, and Messrs. Benj. Gardner, Alex. 
Jones, David Wilkinson, and Henry 
Dwolf, Lay Delegates to the Diocesan 
Convention. 

Parochial Reports were made by 
the Rectors of the several Churches ; 
from which it appears, that the con- 
gregations are flourishing, and the 
communicants increasing. 

Sunday Schools have been estab- 
lished during the past year, pursuant 
to a recommendation of the last Con- 
vention. The one at St. John’s 
Church consists of about 130; at Tri- 
nity Church, of about 90, confined 


to the children of the poor; and at — 


St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, 
of about 100. They are all in a 
flourishing state. ji 

A female Prayer Book and Tract 
Society is formedin St. Paul’s Church, 
North-Providence ; which, besides 
tracts, has distributed about a hundred 
and fifty Prayer Books. 

Resolutions were passed, directing 
the Secretary to report to the Con- 
vention of the Eastern Diocess, an 
abstract of the Parochial Reports 
made to this Convention, and that the 
Diocesan Convention may be informed 
of the state of the individual Churches 
in the Diocess. ‘The Conventions of 


the other states in the Diocess are 


requested to pass a similar resolu: 
tLon: 





CL RSS 





—_ wat 


a ; = _ a - — 





ng 
he 
ngs 
nd 

to 


eC- 
itt, 
on, 


hn 


ted 
rd- 
Jer 
ay 


on. 


Ti- 
ex. 


nary 


san 


eS 5 
one 
the 


ant 
on- 
in’s 
Tri- 
ned 


& & 


Ice, 
ha 


red 


ing 
on- 

an 
orts 
the 
ned 
shes 
s of 
are 
obit 





moe eRe! .e SE 








July, 1819.] 


The following resolutions were 
passed: 

Resolved unanimously, That this 
Convention do entertain for the “ Aux- 
iliary New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society,” the most affec- 
tionate regard ; and view, with lively 
gratitude to the Supreme Being, the 
benevolent exertions of said society 
for the more free and extensive disse- 
mination of our excellent Liturgy, by 
procuring the first set of stereotype 
plates for the Book of Common Prayer, 
whereby the price of that valuable for- 
mulary of worship has been so reduced, 
that the poor ean now be: provided 
therewith. 

Resolved unanimously, That the 
Secretary of this Convention commu- 
nicate to the Corresponding Secretary 
of that society, the above public ex- 
Pa of our sincere and Christian 

riendship. 

Resolved, That this Convention 
continue to feel a lively interest in the 
success and prosperity of the Church 
Missionary Society of this state; and 
that it be recommended to the Clergy 
to preach, at some suitable time in the 
course of the year, a discourse on the 
subject of said society, and that they 
have a contribution in aid of its funds. 

The Clergy, and one Layman from 
each Church, were appointed a com- 
mittee to solicit subscriptions in aid of 
the said society. 

The Missionaries employed under 
the ecclesiastical authority of this 
state, were required, by a resolution 
ef the Convention, to make an annual 
report to the Bishop of their labours, 
and the state of the parishes in which 
they may officiate. 

A resolution was passed for supply- 
ing the destitute children in Sunday 
Schools, with Bibles. 

A proposition for an amendment of 
the Constitution was offered, provid- 
ing, that Ministers employed as in- 
structors in incorporated seminaries 
of learning in the state, and Mission- 
aries eng ee under the ec- 
clesiastical authority thereof, shall be 
members of the Convention. 

After votes of thanks to the officers 
of the Convention, and the aeons 
Glergyman, the Convention adjourne 
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to the last Tuesday in April next, then 
to convene in St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol. 


Providence, Fune 14, 1819. 


In the evening of the day on which 
the Convention was holden, the Rev. 
Mr. Wuearton delivered a discourse 
before the Church Missionary Society ; 
in which were displayed the urgent 
necessity of exertion on the part of the 
friends of the Church, and the bounden 
duty of all who “ seek her good, and 
ever wish her well,” to be liberal and 
active. It was much regretted that 
the unpleasantness of the weather pre- 
vented many from hearing this inter- 
esting and instructive discourse, and 
from contributing to its support. We 
hope, on future occasions which may 
offer, all will remember, that what 
they may give, is “ for Zion and the 
temple’s sake.” 


}——___,___ ] 


Sharpsburg (Md.) Sunday School. 


Monpay the 31st May was a proud 
day for Sharpsburg. At an early 
hour in the day the town was crowded 
with persons who assembled to witness 
the examination of the children at- 
tached to the Sunday School, and also 
the laying of the corner stone of a 
Protestant Episcopal Church about to 
be erected in that place. The school 
consists of 198 children, of whom 
about 150 were present. It was truly 
gratifying to see so large an assem- 
blage of children, some of whom were 
not above six or eight years of age, 
tuning their infantile voices to the 
praises of God, and repeating from 
memory considerable portions of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

It is only to look at the Sunday 
School of Sharpsburg, and the many 
beneficial effects that have resulted 
from it, to have an entire conviction 
of the utility and excellence of such 
institutions. The same children, to 
whom the return of the Lord’s Day 
now brings joy, in the religious exer- 
cises to which it is to be consecrated, 
but a few months since contemplated 
Sunday as little more than a day for 
play and merriment. To say that 
the children of Sharpsburg once spent 
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the Lord’s Day in idleness and noise, 
is only putting them on a level with 
many children of neighbouring towns: 
to say that they now spend that day in 
avery different manner, and that the 
only noise you hear from them is, the 
joyful sound of praise and thanksgiv- 
ing to God, is to raise them above that 
level, and to exhibit the institution 
which has produced these results, as 
admirably adapted to bring up chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

After the examination, premiums 
of Bibles, Prayer Books, &c. were 
conferred upon the children, accord- 
ing to their improvement and attention 
to studies. An affectionate and im- 
pressive address to the children, teach- 
ers, and parents, was then delivered 
by the Rev. B. ALLEN ; and the exer- 
cises closed by singing, and a prayer 
from the Rev. J. C. Cray. 

From the place of examination the 
Sunday School children, with their 
teachers, and others, marched in pro- 
cession to the ground where the cor- 
ner stone of the Church was to be laid, 
singing, as they went, the 42d hymn— 
“ Life is the time,” &. When ar- 
rived upon the spot, and while the 
corner stone was laying, the same 
children struck up the 67th Psalm. 
After which an address was delivered 
by the Rev Mr. Cray, and the solem- 
nities concluded by a prayer from the 
Rev. Mr. ALLEN. 

The address of Mr. Cray, having 
been requested for publication, is here- 
with given. 

ADDRESS, 


Delivered by the Rev. Mr. Cray, at 
the laying of the corner stune of 
St. Paul’s Church, Sharpsburg. 
WE are assembled upon an occasion 

that must excite a lively interest in the 

breast of every one who has at heart 
the welfare of religion. The celebra- 
tion of the anniversary of a school 
such as that which has been, for some 
time, existing in this place, is itself an 
event calculated to inspire into every 
spectator feelings of no ordinary sa- 
tisfaction. But this is not the only in- 
teresting sight we are this day called 
upon to contemplate. Is it no cause 
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of congratulation and joy, that we 
here lay the corner stone of a building 
whose walls are to reverberate the 
praises of God, and within whose sa- 
cred courts the glad tidings of salva- 
tion are to be sounded in the ears of 
perishing mortals? What is the house, 
the incipient erection of which is 
marked by the solemnities in which 
we are nowengaged? Is it intended 
for the exhibition of worldly grandeur, 
and in which shall be displayed the 
pomp of power, and the trappings of 
earthly glory? Far different, and in- 
finitely more noble are the purposes to 
which this house is to be appropriated. 
Were worldly grandeur, indeed, and 
earthly glory presented by Scripture 
to the mind, as objects in the posses- 
sion of which we could find happiness 
in this world, and a passport to the 
happiness of the world to come, the 
erection of a building to those objects 
would be to us highly interesting. 
But forasmuch as this is not the case; 
forasmuch as the service of Mammon 
is as opposite to that of God, as dark- 
ness is to light, we proclaim a glori- 
ous truth when we declare, that every | 
temple of the Lord is a temple for the 
demolition of the pomp and pageantry 
of this world, and for the inculcating 
of those principles of humility and 
self-denial, which are the foundation 
of all true happiness. Is this house 
intended for the enforcing of those po- 
litical maxims, by which the blessings 
of civil liberty are secured, and man’s 
temporal enjoyments increased and 
strengthened? If it were, it would 
be designed for a noble object. But, 
how much more noble that for which 
itis really intended! Instead of hav- 
ing reference to man’s civil enjoy- 
ments—enjoyments held altogether by 
the uncertain tenure of life, and to 
which death puts an eternal end, the 
erection of this house, while it is in- 
tended to promote man’s present hap- 
piness, is designed, especially, in the 
services to which it isto be consecrat- 
ed, to render him the heir of an inhe- 
ritance, eternal in the heavens. 

No person will deny that every ob- 
ject, which has in view the promotion 
of man’s happiness, is more or less 
noble and excellent in exact propor- 
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tion with the derree in which that end 
is accomplished. When we cast our 
eyes abroad into the world, and con- 
template the numerous institutions 
which every where abound, by what 
criterion do we estimate their value 
and importance? Does not such cri- 
terion consist in the influence they 
have in diminishing the gxtent of hu- 
man misery, and jctalng the in- 
ersase of human happiness? Where- 
fore do we look with veneration-and 
regard upon those by whose influence 
and exertions hospitals, for the re- 
ception of maniacs, have been founded 
and supported ? Is it not because such 
institutions contribute to alleviate the 
miseries of a. most unfortunate class 
of fellow creatures, and afford a mul- 
tiplied variety of means for their re- 
covery to reason and to happiness? 
Wherefore do we contemplate as the 
most illustrious of mankind, and the 
most truly noble, those who have con- 
tributed their fortunes and their ef- 
forts to the establishment of asylums 
for the reception of the poor and des- 
titute orphan? Is it not because such 
institutions afford protection, and com- 
municate temporal and religious bless- 
ings to that interesting and pity-in- 
spiring portion of our race. Where- 
fore do we consider, as entitled to 
praise and gratitude, the exertions of 
those through whose instrumentality 
the Deaf and Dumb are made par- 
takers of many of the numerous bless- 
ings of speech and hearing—blessings 
thought, till lately, to be within the 
reach of those only who are possessed 
of these inestimable faculties? Is it 
not that such efforts contribute to mt- 
tigate the evils and afflictions endured 
by a most pitiable portion of the hu- 
man family ? Wherefore is it that the 
praise of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society is in all the world, and that 
others have been led in almost every 
civilized part of our earth, to follow 
her steps in the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures? Is it not that Bible 
Societies are powerful agents, in the 
hands of God, for the extending of that 
spiritual kingdom, whose triumphs are 
marked, not by the blood and misery 
of the human race, but by their life 
and happiness? And, to come to an 
Vou. Ih 
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institution, the beneficial effects of 
which you have more particularly seen 
in the reforming influences it has had’ 
upon the towfr in which we are now 
assembled—WHerefore ‘isit that the 
name of Raikes has extended far and 
wide, as deserving and receiving the 
highest commendations, in its being 
identified with the origin of schools for 
the instruction of children on the 
Lord’s Day? Is it not that the inter- 
ests of morality and religion have thus 
been promoted? Is it not that Sunday 
Schools operate to the prevention of 
those violations of the Sabbath, so fre- 
quent in our land, and to which can 
be generally traced, as their first ori- 
gin, those heinous crimes which bri 
their subjects to the gallows, or the 
penitentiary? Is it not that by means 
of this institution those virtuous and 
noble principles are implanted in the 
youthful breast, which afford a sure 

ledge of future usefulness, and future 
Neseinn Yes, brethren, we con- 
template such institutions as those just 
mentioned, with satisfaction and de- 
light ; because, before their influence, 
the moral darkness which envelopes 
the world, is, in some degree, dissi- 
pated, and the effulgence of primeval 
joy again made to gladden our earth 
—zladden it, not indeed, as to the 

resent life, with that full blaze of 
Eris, which, in the days of primitive 
innocence, shone with so unclouded a 
glory, but gladden it, as in the natue 
ral world the mind is gladdened, when, 
being deprived of the full light of 
the sun, it rejoices to have only his 
partiaf and reflected light from the 
moon. 

Bat_if, for the reasons we have 
mentioned, such institutions as those 
just referred to, receive the favour and 
approbation of mankind, and have the 
names of their authors and patrons 
placed in the catalogue of the bene- 
factors of the human race, what shall 
we say of that institution to the pro- 
motion of whose objects the edifice, 
the corner stone of which we this da 
lay, is to be consecrated? Valuable 
as are many societies of human origin, 
we must place none of them upon a 
level with those which have emanated 
from a divine source. While we re 
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joice in the many excellent and noble 
institutions, for the alleviation of hu- 
man misery, and the promotion of 
human happiness, to which the piety 
and philanthropy of man have given 
existence, we are called upon to con- 
sider the institution of public worship 
as mere noble than them all—more 
noble in having originated from God, 
and more noble in the extent of its 
influence and the importance of its 
results. It is, indeed,.to the sanctuary 
of the Lord to which we must, in ge- 
neral,. trace the possession of these 
feelings of benevolence which have 
exhibited themselves in the many 
charitable and. excellent institutions 
which abound in the civilized world. 
Where is it that we behold Hospitals, 
and Orphan Asylums, and Asylums 
for the Deaf and Dumb, and Bible 
Societies, and Sunday Schools, spring- 
ing into existence, and scattering 
around them their cheering and glo- 
rious influences? Is it in places where 
temples to the Lord have never been 
erected, or his worship seldom or ne- 
ver solemnized? Or, is it not rather 
there where his temples most abound ; 
there, where: from his altars arises the 
incense of supplication ; there, where 
from the lips of his Ministers are re- 
ceived instruction and: exhortation ; 
which, while they control the vicious 
feelings of the heart, tend, under the 
Divine influences, to impel man to 
virtue and to piety? Where was it 
that: the philanthropic Howard. receiv- 
ed those noble impulses of his heart, 
under the guidance and direction of 
which he relinquished the pleasures of 
domestic life, and, travelling from 
os to place, spent his fortune and 
is time in relieving the pains, and 
assuaging the griefs. of suffering hu- 
manity? Was it not in a land of 
Churches ; in a land where his mind, 
at an early age, was properly disei- 
plined by the devotions and precepts 
of the sanctuary ? Where was it that 
he, whose name we have already 
mentioned as the founder of Sunday 
Schools, imbibed those noble senti- 
ments which so ardently led him to 
consult the temporal and eternal wel- 
fare of the rising generation—led him 
to the formation of an institution un- 
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der the benign operations of which 


many an immortal soul has been re- | 


claimed from the paths of destruction, 
and made partaker of the promises 
and hopes of the Gospel? I need not 
tell you, it was a land of Churches— 
a land of Gospel light and liberty, 
that gave birth to this benefactor of 
mankind. And, in no other but a land 
of Churché®can you find such charac- 
ters—among no others but the fre- 
quenters of those Churches, can you 
find them. —Philanthropy, to a limit- 
ed. extent, may be sometimes exhibit- 
ed in afew who neglect God’s sanctu- 
aries; but, if you trace it to its source, 
it will be generally found to preceed, 
either from ostentation, or some other 
principle equally spurious, and illegi- 
timate. 

But, have we enumerated all the 
important results of the worship of 
God, when we speak of it as inspiring 
those philanthropic feelings whence 
have originated the many institutions, 


and the many charities which have so | 





* 
: 
' 
| 


pero mitigated the evils of suf- | 
ering humanity? No; we have taken. | 


but a glance- at the subject. To go 
into a detail of the many beneficial 
and glorious results of public worship, 
would be extending this address to a 
length greater than would be at pre- 
sent expedient. Not to mention the 
influence it has upon national prospe- 
rity, and. its intimate connexion with 
the growth and decay of empires, as 


this worship is attended to, or neg- © 


lected ; we would merely add, as its 
chief glory and excellence, the rela- 
tion it bears to the possession. of eter- 
nal life in the world to come. It will 
be denied by none who reflect with 
any justness at all upon the subject, 
that the brevity and uncertainty of the 
present life, and the eternally happy, 
or everlastingly miserable condition 
in which we are placed in the life te 
come, render it important that we 
should act here with a view to. that 
life ; and, while-we shun the misery of 
the latter condition, should lay hold of 
the happiness of the former. But, 





who are they, that, in the world of | 


spirits, shall be pronounced worthy to 
escape the misery of the one, and en- 


joy the happiness of the other? Will 
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it be those whose feet seldom or never 
trod the courts of God’s house—those 
who, while they squandered their mo- 
ney and their time upon the vanities 
and luxuries of the world, were tena- 
cious of both when asked for the sanc- 
tuary of the Lord? No; that company 
of glorified spirits, to whom shall be 
addressed the plaudit of “« Well done, 
good and faithful servants,” will not 
be composed of such, but of those the 
chords of whose hearts vibrate with 
those of the Psalmist, when he ex- 
claimed, “ I was glad when they said 
unte me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord.” When the Archangel’s 
trumpet shail summon the inhabitants 
of the earth to judgment, where will 
be found these who shall meet the de- 
cisions of that judgment with joy, and 
bliss ineffable? Wéll they be found 
in places where the sanctuaries of the 
Lord never lighten up the eye, or 
cheer and gladden the heart of the pi- 
ous traveller? Or, will they not rather 
be found there, where the most valu- 
able of earthly blessings is conceived 


__ to be, the having of a temple in which 
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to praise and worship God? Yes, 
brethren, the glorified children of 
God, in heaven, were his worshipping 
children on earth. ; 

Does it net appear, from the fore- 
going hasty remarks, that the occasion 
upon which we are this day assembled, 


isan important one? important, from 


its originating a house in which shall 
be dispensed blessings calculated to 
fill earth with happiness, and heaven 
with hallelujahs. God grant that the 
Church, the corner stone of which we 
this day lay, may, under the faithful 
ministry of him by whom it is first to 
be occupied, and under future and 
more distant ministries, scatter on 
every side the riches and — of 
the Gospel of Christ. And, may those 
through whose instrumentality this 
laudable undertaking was commenced, 
experience, as the reward of their la- 
bour, the benedictions of many souls 
here brought to the knowledge of sal- 
vation ; and, especially, the benedic- 
tion and blessing of him, “ whose fa- 


_ vour is life, and whose loving-kindness 


is better than life.” 
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Refrections for the Ath of July. 

Tuts is a day to‘be much observed 
by the citizens of the United States, 
It is the day on which their country 
emerged from the situation of op- 
pressed colonies to the arduous and 
important one of throwing off the 
yas, and rising in formal and open 
hostility against the oppressing power. 
The character of this event with the 
world, and posterity generally, de- 
pended upon its issue. Although, in 
any case, there would probably have 
been generous feeling enough to have 
secured for it a share of —— and 
approbation ; while the st and 
upright motives of those concerned 
would have prepared them for any 
consequences ; still failure would have 
mac that to be generally esteemed 
infamous and rebellious, which now 
commands the respect and admiration 
of the world; and is to those more 
immediately interested, a source of 
national feelings of a very exalted 
character, and a very happy influence. 
But the most invaluable reflection is, 
that the Christian-can call to mind the 
event which gave rise to the observ- 
ance of this day, without a single 
blush for its moral character, without 
any fear of its having been in opposi- 
tion to the dictates of his holy religion, 
and in the humble confidence that the 
success which ensued was the blessing 
ef an approving Providence. In emo- 
tions of gratitude to him, the Chris- 
tian will find the mest congenial feel- 
ings; and in devetion to him, the 
most welcome expression of the joy 
of his heart. What shall I render to 
the Lord fer all the benefits he hath 
done unto me? is the inquiry which 
occupies his most serious thoughts. 
That the nation which, as at this time, 
sprang into being, and was preserved 
by an overruling Providence, through 
the hard struggle which led to its bein 
acknowledged among the poope oO 
the earth, sheuld evince ming 
gratitude tothe high and mighty Ruler 
of the Universe, and manifest its om 
petual trust in him, by whom only it 
can maintain the independence and 
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prosperity he has granted,—he feels 
mainly anxious. 

The character of a nation, however, 
is made up of that of the individuals 
who compose it. Every citizen, there- 
fore, is to have a share in determining 
it. Who that owns an overruling al-, 
mighty Providence, can be indifferent 
to the establishment of that which is. 
well-pleasing in his sight! ‘To such 
an one it is an acknowledged maxim, 
that neither political wisdom, nor phy; 
sical force, can avail ought without 
the favour of the Lord of Hosts. To. 
a believer in revelation, it is most ob- 
vious, ‘hat this can be expected only 
as the blessing of God, upon humble 
devotion tohim. This is to be mani-. 
fested by maintaining the true religion, 
and illustrating its sanctifying efficacy 
on our hearts and lives. ) 

That our nation, as such, has made 
no formal recognition of the Christian 
faith, or—save by inference—of even 
the existence of a God, is a subject of 

eneral and just.regret. That she 
a not favoured any particular views 
of Christianity, as her established re- 
Jigion, is as generally, and as justly 
approved. Her deficiency in the for- 
mer case must be made up, and every 

ood which could be expected from 
the measure, which, in the latter, she 
has avoided, be secured, by a deep and 
practical interest in religion, on the 
part of her citizens. Protection in 
the exercise of their religion, and se- 
curity in the enjoyment of the means 
of preserving and disseminating it, 
impartially extended by the civil au- 
thorities, reserving the indisputable 
right of interfering where civil peace 
and order are endangered, is all that 
those authorities can be expected to 
do officially. On tHE Crt1zENs THEM- 
RELVES RESTS THE GREAT BURDEN OF 
RESPONSIBILITY. Let each one, then, 
for himself, see that in his heart he 
cherishes, and in his life exhibits the 

ure and holy doctrines of the Gospel. 
The faithful disciples of the Lamb are 
a nation’s best security. In its natu- 
ral consequences, practical Christi- 
anity will diffuse order, peace, good- 
will, justice, and sobriety; while ma- 
gistrates and legislators will thence 
Aarn principles of government, and 
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citizens, of fidelity, which will extend 
the most happy influence. As the re- 
quired religion of Heaven, practical 
Christianity alone can warrant the 
hope of that divine protection and bless- 
ing, without which all apparent na- 
tional prosperity is but delay until the 
measure of iniquity be full—a reserv- 
ing for more dreadful execution of the 
wrath ofan avengingGod. The preva- 
lence of this religion may be hoped to 
be attended withthe blessings promised 


to the finding of but ten righteous men | 


in the devoted city of the plain.* 





; Such reflections should suggest the | 


resolutions with which every good 


-citizen should enter on a new year of 


our political existence. While every 
liberal allowance is made, and truest 
respect is felt for all, however differ- 
ing, who have the interests of practi- 
cal Christianity at heart, and sincerely 
endeavour to promote its cause; and 
while full confidence is felt, that exer- 
tions thus originating, and thus prose- 
cuted, will ultimately be overruled 


and blessed to the promoting the unity | 


a peel aia 


FIRES 


of truth, the remaining observations | 


will be particularly addressed to those 


whose religious views accord with the | 
sentiments of the Christian Journal. 


What is their part of the great daties, 
of Christian citizens? If they con- 
scienticusly think, as I would fain. 
hope they do, that the system of reli- 


gion which they profess is character- | 


ized by peculiar conformity with 
Scripture and primitive Christianity ; 





and that in its outward constitution | 


and worship are afforded important 
barriers against the admixture of er- 
ror, and the derangement of order,— 
the following particulars are humbly 
conceived to be obvious duties :— 
The making of every practicable 
exertion for maintaining, in their re- 
1 ong vicinities, the ministry, wor- 
ship, and ordinances of their Church ; 
and setting an uniform example of re- 
gular attendance on them: 
_ Using whatever influence their sta- 
tion in society may afford, by precept 


and example, in favour of religious | 


and moral duty : 
Lending their willing aid to those 
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institutions of the Church, which have 
for their object the training of a 
learned and pious ministry ; the send- 
ing of Missionaries where stated minis- 
terial services cannot be maintained ; 
the religious instruction of the poor ; 
and the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the Book of Common Prayer, 
and other religious books and tracts: 

Above all, cultivating in their own 
hearts, through the aid of Divine Grace 
diligently sought, and faithfully im- 
proved, the faith, the humility, the 
piety, and charity of the Gospel. 

This last will be a spur to the other 
duties, and furnish a principle and 
motive of action, which will impart 
to them the holy and acceptable cha- 
racter of evangelical obedience. 

At this period, especially, it seems 
very generally conceded, that our 
citizens have much erred by undue 
extravagance and dissipation. Can 
any period, then, be more favourable 
for an union among all good men in 
the firm resolution of correcting this 
evil? Is any thing of more vital im- 
portance than diverting the channel of 
superfluous income from this pestilent 
course to the feeding of that “ river, the 
streams whereof make glad the city of 
God, the holy place of the tabernacles 
of the Most High?” That “city,” his 
holy Church, “is the joy of the whole 
earth. God is known in her palaces 
for a refuge.” She is the true glory 
and safety of a nation. Let her pros- 
perity be sought, and her purity main- 
tained. “ The Lord of Hosts,” who 
“ is in the midst of her,” will then be 
“ with us; the God of Jacob,” who de- 
lighteth in her, will be “ our refuge.”* 

One concluding remark. Let such 
considerations dictate the spirit in 
‘which we should express our joy on 
this great national festival. Itshould 
be a Christian’s joy—should be a joy 
carefully guarded against an immoral, 
and irreligious character—such a joy 
as‘we may humbly hope will be ap- 
proved by the great Author of our bless- 
ings—such a joy as will not make us 
ashamed when called to answer for it 
at the bar of God. 

CIVIS CHRISTIANUS. 





* Palas xvi. and xiviii. 
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College at Worthington, Ohio. 


Aw Academy at Worthington, Ohio, 
has recently been chartered by the 
Legislature of that state, as a College. 
This measure is understood to have 
been adopted, principally at the in- 
stance, and through the influence of 
the members of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in Worthington. ‘The 
Right Rev. Bishop Cuasgz has been 
appvinted its first President; and, with 
a view to preserve the characteristic 
impartiality of our civil institutions, 
and, atethe same time, do justice to 
those who shall be most instrumental 
in promoting the welfare of the Col- 
lege, the Legislature have provided 
that its Trustees shall be elected, and 
that every donation of $25 to its 
funds, shail give the donor, his heirs, 
and assigns, a vote. Here, therefore, 
is an opportunity for securing an 
Episcopal College in the new, promis- 
ing, and rapidly increasing section of 
our country, beyond the Alleghanies. 
May the hope be cherished that this 
will be considered (as it justly deserves 
to be,) a common cause by the mem- 
bers of our Church generally? It is 
understood by the present writer, that 
distant contributors may transfer to 
proxies their right of voting. In this 
way, members and officers of the 
Church, in Worthington and its vi- 
cinity, may permanently have the 
choice of Trustees of the College. 

Mr. Cuestrer Griswotp, now on 
business in the Atlantic states, is com- 
missioned to solicit contributions in 
behalf of its funds. I am happy to 
learn, that several gentlemen of this 
city have already manifested their de- 
sire to promote the interests of science, 
and the respectability and prosperity 
of our Church in the western states, 
by availing themselves of the direct 
influence which they have thus an op- 
portunity of extending, toward the 
establishment of an Episcopal College 
in that quarter. 

It is sincerely to be hoped, that on 
Mr. Griswotp’s return to this city, 
he will find a cheerful willingness still 
further to promote the object he has 
in view. 
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The course taken by the Legisla- 
ture of Ohio, in this instance, is cer- 
tainly a just and most commendable 
ene. All extensive literary institu- 
tions, where the students board toge- 
ther, cannot but be in some measure 
characterized by the influence of pe- 
culiar religious sentiment ; religion is 
so intimately connected with science, 
and so essential a part of education. 
Of course, it must assume a definite 
form. Where there is an establish- 
ment, that determines what the form 
shall be. Here, where there is none, 
it is determined by the views of those 
concerned in the government of the 
College, or in imparting its instruc- 
tions. And what can be more just 
than that they should settle this point, 
who do most towards endowing the 
institution ! 

The impartiality of our Legisla- 
tures, I humbly think, is not most 
wisely and effectually exercised, by 
efforts to prevent the predominance of 
any particular religious influence in 
Colleges. They may prevent any 
religious test for admission, either as 
officers or students. They may dis- 
allow any compulsion to attend parti- 
cular modes of worship; but a pre- 
dominance of particular religious in- 
fluence, whereby the College is made 
most subservient to the interests of 
some particular religious community, 
they cannot prevent. There is not, 
perhaps, a single College in the coun- 
try, where there is worship and reli- 
gious instruction—and a boarding 
College without them would be a dis- 
grace to a Christian land—that does 
not bear testimony to this. It is by 
encouraging the various religious de- 
nominations, who, after all, must have 
the control of our Colleges, in the 
formation and liberal support of them ; 
and extending equal protection tothem 
all, and patronage, in proportion to 
individual exertions in their behalf,— 
that the civil authorities are most ef- 
fectually to connect the promotion of 
the cause of science, with perfect 
impartiality on the subject of reli- 
gion. K. 

New-York, 

June 23, 1819. 
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The practical Inrivence of the Doc- 
TRINE Of the Cross: Extracted from 
a Sermon by the Rev. Danie, Wi- 
son, M. A. of St. Edmund Hull, 
Oxford, and Minister of St. John’s 
Chapel, Bedford Row, London. 


Tavs is the preaching of the Cross 
the mystery in which the power of 
God is stupendously displayed; and 
this in opposition to every other means 
for saving men. For what have all 
other means accomplished ? What has 
ever been done to change the heart 
and lives of men but by the doctrine 
of the Cross? What have heathen 
ethics, or abstract morals, or vain phi- 
losophy; or human suasion, or politi- 
cal theories done to reach and gain the 
heart? Ifthe Jews should have their 
sign from heaven, if new miracles were 
to be performed, if the stumbling- block 
of the Cross were to be removed, if 
the doctrines of the self-righteous and 
worldly could be acted upon to their 
utmost extent, what would be accom- 
plished? Would all these be the 
power of God unto salvation? What 
has been ever done by similar me- 
thods ? Nothing effectual, nothing sav- 
ing. No. We want no sign from 
heaven, we want no new miracle; 
this is our sign, this is our miracle, a 
crucified Saviour. Ifthe Jew require 
additional evidence, and be deter- 
mined not to believe but on the con- 
dition of receiving it, we preach to 
him the Cross as the miracle of the 
divine power, which ought to be, and 
which will be, when the vail is taken 
from his heart, more convincing than 
any merely external interpositions of 
the Almighty. If the infidel or the 
worldly professor of Christianity re- 
quires something sufficiently powerful 
and energetic to influence and purify 
the human heart, we direct him to 
the dying Saviour, as the most surpris- 
ing and affecting of all exhibitions of 
the power of God. This we do, be- 
cause we are fully convinced of the 
power of the doctrine of the Cross. 
It is not a mere letter, but full of 
might and grace. We believe the 
miracles which our Lord performed 
on earth, and these are sufficient for 
ws asto signs. We see all the pro- 








ee — 








eye aed 


July, 1819.] 


phecies exactly accomplished in his 
person and sufferings, and this re- 
moves the offence of his external 
weakness. We experience in some 
measure the power of the Cross in our 
own hearts, and this does more than 
any sign from heaven; it not only 
takes away the offence of the Cross, 
it makes that Cross our glory. It ren- 
ders it, not a roek of stumbling, but 
the sure foundation of all our hopes. 
It clothes it, not with seandal and dif- 
ficulties, but with splendour and vic- 
tory. We allow indeed that God may 
still be thought by an ignorant world 
to act weakly in this way of salvation : 
but it is enough for us to know that 
the weakness of God is stronger than 
men, and the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men. We wish to have 
no power, no wisdom, but what spring 
from the summit of Calvary. 
; 
New-Haven, (Con.) June 5. 

On Wednesday the Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the Diocess of Connecticut, met in 
this city: and on Thursday morning 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hoparr de- 
livered a Charge to the Convention, 
on the distinctive priaciples of the 
Church, and the true character of 
Churchmen. During the session, the 
Rev. Tuomas C. BrowneEkt, one of the 
assistant ministers of Trinity Church, 
New-York, was elected to the episco- 
pate of the Diocess, by the unani- 
mous suffrages of the clergy and laity. 
The Convention was uncommonly 
full—and we are happy to add, that 
the venerable Dr. Mansfield, Rector 
of the Church at Derby, who has ar- 
rived to his 97th year, was able to at- 
tend, and to preside in the House of 
Clerical Delegates, when the above 
election was made. 











From Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser. 
THY WILL BE DONE. 
Luke xi. 2. 
Wuen sorrow casts its shade around, 
And pleasure seems our course to shun; 
When nought but grief and care is found, 
How sweet to say, Thy will be done.” 
When sickness lends its pallid hue, 
And every dream of bliss has flown ; 
When quickly from the fading view, 
Recede the joys that once were known; 
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The soul resigned will still rejoice, 
Though life’s last sand is nearly run; 
With humble faith and trembling voice, 
It wispers soft, “ Thy will be done.” 
When call’d to mourn the early doom, 
Of one affection held most dear ; 
While o’er the closing silent tomb, 
The bleeding heart distils the tear— 


Though love its tribute sad will pay, 
And earthly streams of solace shun, 

Still, still the humbled soul will say, 
In lowly dust, “ Thy will be done.” 


Whate’er, O Lord, thou hast design’d, 
To bring my soul to thee in trust; 
If mercies or afflictions kind, 
For all thy dealings, Lord, are just—~ 


Take all—but grant in goodness free, 

Fhat love which ne’er thy stroke would 

shun, 

Support this heart and strengthen me, 

To say in faith, “ Phy will be done !” 

Eee 

Consecration.—Grace Church, on Sulli- 
van’s Island, Moultrieville, S. Carolina, was 
consecrated on Thursday, June 10th, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, assisted gy 
the Clergy of the Episcopal Churches 
in Charleston and the vicinity. Prayers 
were read by the Rev. Mr Muller, present 
Rector of said Church; and an appropri- 
ate Sermon was delivered by the Rev.’ Dr- 
Gadsden. 





=> 

A Hesrew Breck, supposed to be writ- 
ten in the 5th century, and for a long time 
deposited in the library at Constantinople, 
beautifully written on vellum, has been 
conveyed to London. After the fall of the 
Greek empire, it was kept at Vienna, un- 
til the French entered that capital, from 
whence it was carried to Paris, and sold ta 
Mr. Watson, the proprietor. The learned 
esteem it as unique, and extremely valua- 
ble. London Paper. 

—___ 

We insert, with pleasure, the following 
Prospectus. The principles it embraces, 
the promise it holds out in reference to 
the proposed work, and our knowledge of 
the Editors, induee the wish that the 
“© Churchman’s Recorder, and Family Ex- 
positor,” may meet with the patronage not 
only of the diocess for which it is more 
immediately designed, but of the members 
of our Church generally. 


PROSPECTUS 


Of the Churchman’s Recorder, and Family 
Expositor; to be published in the city of 
Baltimore. 


Tue comparison which has been made 
of Education to the business of the Statu- 
ary, suggests as happy an illustration of 
the means of imparting the power of reli. 
gion. And as it is not by a single stroke, 
that the just form and beaut ul proper- 
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tions of an Apollo are elicited from a block 
of marble ; so neither is the perfect man 
in Christ Jesus formed in the heart with- 
out the patient and persevering applica- 
tion of judicious, though seemingly small 
means. A dispensation of Providence may 
powerfully awaken a conscience before 
destitute of the knowledge of Christ. A 
discourse, or passage of Scripture, may 
send sudden and almost resistless convic- 
tion to a bosom contaminated or obdurate 
through sin. The Spirit of God, without 
such instrumentality, may accomplish, in 
a moment, a change from death unto life. 
But in the great business of evangelizing 
the hearts and the principles of men, the 
all-wise Governor of the Universe acts 
through an agency,employs means, carries 
on his gracious purposes gradually, natu- 
rally, and will only finally accomplish them 
through our voluntary co-operation. To 
furnish, then, means of instruction, and an 
excitement to devotion, which may be at- 
tained by all; which, if not powerful in a 
single impulse, may affect as much by re- 
peated efforts; which, theugh not pro- 
found, may be practical, and level with an 
humble capacity; which may interest, 
through a ceaseless novelty, and because 
of its brevity cannot weary or dishearten 
the reader; to furnish a volume of family 
instruction, which may descend to more 
familiar remarks than are usually compa- 
tible with pulpit decorum, which may be 
taken up in the moments of domestic va- 
cuity, and profitably fill the intermissions 
of public worship, that sickness or contin- 
gency occasion—such has always been 
considered an important object among 
those concerned in extending the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom ; and such is the design with 
which the subscribers to this Address 
offer their annexed proposals. Their ob- 
ject, in a word, is to advance the interests 
of religion. The means by which, upon 
mature reflection, they deem this most 
practicable, is an avowed exposition of the 
doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church; their Standard; her Articles, 
Formulz, and Homilies. In an union with 
writers of opposite religious tenets; in an 
affectation of that pseudo liberality which 
overlooks distinctions of faith, they would 
weaken the peculiar interest which they 
wish Churchmen to conceive in their un- 
dertaking, and would often be involved in 


embarrassments from the contrary ten- 


dency of communications offered for in- 
sertion. They trust, that in striving to in- 
culeate “ the truth as it is in Jesus,” no 
individual or community can feel injured. 
In carefully shunning a controversial sys- 
tem, and sectarian spirit, they will not 
more gratify those whose principal desire 
is to foster practical piety, than yield to 
the propensity of theirown bosoms. To 
afford a minute sketch of the plan by 


which they propose to be guided, is nei- 
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ther easy nor necessary. Their design is 
to have in view the general scheme of the 
** Christian Observer,” a work deservedly 
and extensively patronized, as possessing 
much valuable matter, and conducted with 
fidelity and zeal. Original communica- 
tions in any form; the biograpy of de- 
ceased persons, eminent for their Chris- 
tian attainments ; discourses selected from 
the writings of the most eloquent and dee 
vout preachers; occasional reviews; es- 
says ofa literary and practical character ; 
intelligence respecting the Church at 
large; Diocesan and parochial transac- 
tions; religious poetry; an abstract of 
recent political events; an obituary, and 
miscellaneous matter, will constitute the 
general contents of the work; and be ar- 
ranged in such order and proportion as 
the limits of the numbers may seem to 
demand Means have also been used to 
secure an early supply of English periodi- 
cal publications of a religious character ; 
and the Editors have it in contemplation to 
furnish, in a series of essays, the most valu- 
able portion of the work of Sheridan, and 
of that of Garrick, on the mode ef reading 
the service of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. These writers have entered mi- 
nutely and accurately into the considera- 
tion of the subject; and their treatises, 
being rarely found in this country, a sy- 
nopsis of the two may be interesting to 
those who do not require information on 
such a topick, and valuadle to candidates 
for the ministry, whose style of delivery 
is not yet formed. 

The work is offered at so low a price as 
to render emolument to the Editors unat- 
tainable. ‘Lhe pecuniary responsibility is 
wholly that of the publisher; the control 
of matter, wholly their own. They look 
with an affectionate confidence to their 
Brethren in the ministry for sanction and 
for aid; the former,-to promote the recep- 
tion, in their parishes, of a work which 
has but our common object, which can 
serve no cause but that which we all love; 
the latter, by such a communication of 
original discourses, essays, and observa- 
tions, as will enrich the work with the 
fruit of their piety and zeal, and confer 
upon it a local interest, and a lasting use- 
fulness. In fine, they respectfully solicit 
the patronage of the Clerical and Lay 
Members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Maryland. 

EDMUND D. BARRY, 
WILLIAM EDWARD WYATT. 
Baltimore, June 7th, 1819. 


Conditions.—The work will constitute 
an octavo volume of 384 pages, to appear 
in numbers of 32 pages, on the first of 
each month.—Price $2 per annum, payar 
ble in advance. 

Published by Josera Rorrnson, cornet 
of Market and Belvidere-Streets. 
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